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Ten 


There are countless wives who 
are guilty of none of the 
habitual faults listed below. 
However, no wife should miss 
making the examination of 
conscience this listing offers. 


Faults of 


DONALD F. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


HIS will be strictly about faults 
into which wives are apt to fall 
in relation to their husbands. Unlike 
many of the articles on this subject 
that are appearing with increasing 
frequency in secular magazines to- 
day, this one starts with the assump- 
tion that marriage is indissoluble, 
that is, it is a contract made for life, 
one that ordinarily a wife (and hus- 
band) must live up to till death 
breaks it if they want to save their 
immortal souls. 

One thing every husband and wife 
must do is to try to make their mar- 
riage as happy as possible. This 
means waging a constant battle to 
overcome the faults that cast a sha- 
dow over marriage. The so-called in- 
compatibility that secularists love to 
talk about, and which they make a 
reason for breaking up marriages, is 
nothing other than the failure of one 
or both partners to overcome their 
personal faults and sins. 
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Wives 


A few preliminary observations 
must be made before the faults pe- 
culiar to wives are set down. 


F IRST of all, it is clearly under- 
stood that a wife who is guilty 
of one or several of the faults here 
listed may have a husband who has 
glaring faults of his own. This fact 
may make her feel justified in her 
faults. It may make her say, “I will 
correct my faults only after he has 
corrected his.” That is a thoroughly 
wrong attitude. No couple will ever 
improve their relationship to each 
other if both wait for the other to be- 
come perfect before doing anything 
about their own faults. 


Secondly, we are not including 
among the faults of wives the two 
major sins of which a wife may be 
guilty. The first is adultery, or any 
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kind of love affair with another man, 
a sin that strikes at the very founda- 
tions of a home and can wreck any 
marriage. The second is that of refus- 
ing “to leave father and mother and to 
cleave to her spouse.” The wife who 
runs back to mother at the least prov- 
ocation, or who refuses to follow her 
husband to any place his work may 
take him for extended periods, is 
guilty of a kind of infidelity even 
though she never violates chastity. 
An exception to this last may be 
made for the wives of men in the 
armed forces, when the latter are sent 
to distant and difficult places. But 
ordinarily a wife is bound to follow 
her husband wherever he goes to 
make a living for the family. 


Thirdly, as in the case of selfish 
husbands, who sometimes argue that 
because they are faithful to their 
wives and support their families, their 
wives should overlook their glaring 
bad habits, so wives may sometimes 
protest that their faults should be 
overlooked because of the major 
things they have done for their hus- 
bands. This is not good Christian 
thinking, either for husbands or 
wives. Our faults should not be pam- 
pered, neither because we do some 
good things, nor because others re- 
lated to us do some bad things. 


Finally, it is fully realized that 
there are many wives who are not 
afflicted with any of the bad habits 
set down here. These may not be 
quite perfect; they may slip now and 
then into a momentary manifestation 
of one of these unlovely traits; but 
this is by no means a habit with 
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them. At the same time it must be 
remembered that it is not easy for 
those who have bad habits to face 
and admit them. This requires great 
humility, and great love of God as a 
motive for wanting to become more 
perfect. 


Ten types of wives with habitual 
faults that detract from the happiness 
of marriage are here presented. No 
wife who finds herself pictured should 
say glibly, “That’s me, but I can’t 
do anything about it.” With God’s 
help and stout determination any of 
these faults can be resisted and ulti- 
mately overcome. 


I. The lazy and therefore untidy wife 


OTE the words that are com- 
bined here, “lazy and untidy.” 
This combination of words excludes 
from blame the active and busy 
mother of growing children, who 
cannot possibly keep her home as 
neat and tidy as she herself would 
like to see it. Some confusion and 
disorder are inescapable in a home 
with several young children. To a 
naturally tidy person and hardwork- 
ing mother this is a cross in itself. It 
will be borne patiently with the 
knowledge that, as the children grow 
older and are trained to habits of 
neatness, the confusion will give way 
to order. 


The lazy wife has no qualms about 
disorder, and no will to make things 
as tidy as possible. She is untidy 
about her own appearance, refusing 
to face the fact that it is important 
to her husband that she maintain 
standards of neatness and cleanliness 
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in regard to her own person. She 
permits herself to look frowsy, un- 
feminine, unattractive in her home 
even though she takes pains to look 
nice when she leaves the home. 


The lazy and untidy wife neglects 
to try to keep even a semblance of 
order about her home. Dishes are 
left unwashed from day to day, dust- 
ing is rarely done, furniture is left 
askew, floors are left littered with 
soiled clothing, toys, containers, any- 
thing. She permits her children to 
grow up as lazy and untidy as her- 
self. 


II. The nagging wife 

NAGGING wife is one who has 

the wrong, sometimes fatal, no- 
tion that by constantly reminding her 
husband of what she thinks are his 
faults, she may “make him over,” or 
succeed in changing his temperament 
to suit her wishes. 


A wife is a nagger if she never 
lets a day pass without taking some 
occasion to tell her husband what is 
wrong with him. This usually only 
intensifies a husband’s faults, and 
often leads to his wanting to escape 
from his wife as often and for as 
long as possible. 


There are occasions in married 
life when a wife can successfully and 
lovingly talk to her husband about 
a fault that irks her. Such occasions 
must be carefully watched for and 
considered a rarity. Daily or frequent 
attempts to make over a husband’s 
character constitute nagging, and this 
accomplishes nothing. 
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III. The petulant, self-pitying, tear- 
ful wife 

“HIS is the wife who comes to 

believe that she was tricked in- 

to getting married, or at least into 
marrying the wrong man. Marriage 
did not turn out to be what she ex- 
pected; its responsibilities seem to 
her so heavy that she assumes the 
air of a martyr. Her gloom is always 
obvious when she is with her hus- 
band; often it overflows into tears. 

This is a sign of childish immatur- 
ity. The self-pitying wife needs to 
grow up to a sense of duty, principal- 
ly the duty of accepting cheerfully all 
that she contracted for when she 
chose to marry. 


IV. The tantrum-throwing wife 


HOUGH not an habitual nag- 

ger, nor overwhelmed with self- 
pity, a wife may do great harm to 
her marriage by periodically burst- 
ing into tantrums. A tantrum is an 
unreasoning and unreasonable spell 
of anger, defiance, resentment, ill- 
feeling, expressed in terms of violent 
language, heavy sarcasm, even bla- 
tant profanity. 


Some wives break out into fre- 
quent tantrums against their children. 
Sometimes they seem to reach a 
breaking point that makes them shout 
at the top of their voices, act with 
savage cruelty, and make vicious 
statements such as that they wish 
their children had never been born. 
No wife and mother can be blamed 
severely for a small show of impa- 
tience at times; but tantrums, except 
in the case of mentally sick persons, 
can be avoided. Those who do not 
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avoid them have never dwelt on the 
patience of Christ, on the horrible 
effects of their tantrums, on the ugli- 
ness they lend to their characters. 


Wives may also go into tantrums 
against their husbands. Sometimes 
the most trivial happenings will trig- 
ger these tantrums, thus proving that 
the wife was letting resentment build 
up unchecked within her heart long 
before it exploded. In a tantrum, a 
wife will say wild things she does not 
really mean, but the very saying of 
them can permanently injure the 
bond of love. 


V. The domineering wife 
Y temperament, some women are 
inclined to be dominating and 
even domineering. Before marriage, 
while they are being courted, they 
are usually able to conceal the un- 
pleasant elements of this trait; but 
after marriage, when the marriage 
bond has been sealed, they are apt 
to forget both prudence and charity 
in giving way to their domineer- 
ing tendencies. The classic, though 
slangy, name for the victims of such 
faults is “the hen-pecked husband.” 
It sometimes happens that force- 
ful, dominating women marry very 
mousy and docile men, who are quite 
content to let their wives make all 
the decisions for them and about 
them. 


But such cases are exceptional. 
Men of sound Christian principle 
may patiently submit to domination 
on the part of their wives, but not 
without great strain and unavoidable 
resentment. 
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Therefore a wife who knows that 
she is inclined to be domineering 
must make serious efforts to modify 


and control her inclinations. She 
must know that, for all her fancied 
wisdom, she cannot change the tem- 
perament of her husband by order- 
ing him around; she cannot tell him 
what he likes or dislikes; she cannot 
treat him like a child and expect no 
rebellion, either hidden or open. 


VI. The extravagant wife 


N real life the word “extravagant” 
may be a very relative one, de- 
pending on the right or wrong view- 
point of the one using the term. Some 
husbands consider their wives ex- 
travagant if they do not pare down 
their personal expenses even below 
human dignity. Others have a very 
narrow and selfish view of the differ- 
ence between luxuries and necessities; 
they refuse to recognize the fact that 
there are some things outside the 
realm of necessity that they should 
never begrudge their wives. 


But there are indeed wives who 
may be judged to be objectively ex- 
travagant. Their spending, or desire 
to spend, is inordinate in these ways. 

Regardless of their husband’s in- 
come, they insist on buying only the 
best and most expensive food, cloth- 
ing, furniture, appliances, etc., even 
though less expensive items would 
serve them just as well. They irre- 
sponsibly plunge the family into debt 
and time payments, with no regard 
for the prospect of meeting the debts. 
They are carried away by the desire 
to “keep up with the Joneses,” and 
to have everything their neighbors 
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have. They have no interest in budg- 
eting or planning expenditures or 
watching bank balances before they 
write checks. 

The extravagance of a wife is no 
excuse for a husband to become a 
miser. But every wife who is inclined 
to extravagance could, if she put her 
mind and will to the task, overcome 
some of these inordinate desires and 
learn to help the family live within 
its income. 


VII. The economically dissatisfied 
wife 

WIFE may not be actually ex- 

travagant, but she may become 
so dissatisfied with her husband’s in- 
come that she gives him no peace. 

She compares his income with that 

of other men whom she knows (or 
perhaps thinks she could have mar- 
ried), and constantly reminds him of 
productive inferiority. She pesters 
him with orders to demand a raise, 
or to change jobs, or take leisure 
time jobs, until he is almost frantic. 


We are not speaking of those shift- 
less and lazy husbands who need 
prods from their wives; but we know 
that there are conscientious and 
hardworking husbands who are sub- 
jected to all sorts of harassment from 
their avaricious wives. 

Today the ultimate result of un- 
checked avarice in wives is that many 
of them will go out and get jobs for 
themselves, leaving small children 
neglected at home, and under no 
compelling economic necessity. While 
there are cases of necessity, it is also 
true for many working wives who 
leave small children in the care of 


May, 1960 


others, the husband’s income would 
be sufficient for a fairly good living. 
The only thing that motivates the 
wife to leave the children for a sal- 
aried job is the lure of extra money 
and luxuries. 


VIII. The jealous wife 


N O wife can help feeling hurt if 
her husband puts and keeps 
her in a secondary place among his 
human loves. A husband who neg- 
lects his wife because of attachment 
to his mother or other blood rela- 
tives, who does their bidding at the 
expense of the reasonable wishes of 
his wife, who makes her and his chil- 
dren suffer want by reason of his 
extravagant generosity to his blood 
relatives, is violating justice, and is 
wrong in brushing off his wife’s re- 
sentment with the charge of jealousy. 


But there can be real jealousy in 
wives. Wives are guilty of this fault 
if they resent even the normal ties 
that their husbands maintain with 
their families. They are oversensitive 
to lack of affection from their in- 
laws, sometimes seeing slights and 
insults where none was intended by 
their in-laws, sometimes even wrong- 
ly insisting that their husbands re- 
nounce all contact with their families 
because of the fancied slights they 
(the wives) have received. 


Wives, too, can be jealous of their 
husband’s time. We by no means 
condone the husband who gives little 
or none of his free time to his wife, 
either to help her with her unending 
work or to share her few leisure 
hours. But a wife is guilty of jealousy 
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if she begrudges her husband an oc- 
casional game of golf or a fishing 
trip, just as the husband is very 
wrong if he makes no provision for 
letting his wife get away from her 
duties once in a while. 


IX. The wife with wrong attitudes 
toward sex 

EXUAL compatibility and coop- 

erativeness is a great boon in 
marriage and one of the important 
keys to happiness and peace. But it 
is rare that this kind of compatibility 
is perfect in all respects, and still 
rarer that it will not undergo some 
changes during many years of mar- 
riage. 

The one thing that must be sought 
after in this matter is right adjust- 
ment, both to the duties of the basic 
contract entered into through mar- 
riage, and to the reasonable needs 
and wishes of the partner. It is in this 
matter of adjustment that many wives 
fail. 


There are those who, having been 
brought up with wrong notions about 
sex, refuse to seek or accept instruc- 
tions that will correct their false no- 
tions. The result is that they consider 
sex, even in its proper setting and 
function, shameful or degrading in 
some way. By word and action they 
try to make their husbands feel 
ashamed and degraded even in seek- 
ing a reasonable fulfillment of the 
contract of marriage. They thus suc- 
ceed often in doing irreparable harm 
to both the spiritual and temporal 
welfare of their husbands. 

There are others. who, after having 
a few children (sometimes after hav- 
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ing only one child), feel that they 
have earned a right to renounce the 
use of sex, or at least drastically to 
limit their husband’s right in this 
matter. No such right to renounce 
sex is ever granted to a wife as a 
matter of choice. 

It is true that circumstances such 
as grave ill health, poverty, social 
problems, sometimes make it binding 
or permissible in conscience for both 
husband and wife to agree on peri- 
odic or total abstinence from the use 
of their rights for a long or short 
time. Also an adulterous, or habit- 
ually intoxicated, or non-supporting 
husband may give cause for a wife’s 
holding up the fulfillment of her 
part of the marriage contract on the 
ground that the husband has serious- 
ly failed in his part. 


But in ordinary circumstances, one 
of the worst mistakes a wife can 
make is that of being scornful of the 
sexual part of marriage, or of mak- 
ing herself, by direct or indirect 
means, the sole judge of the part it 
should play in her marriage. 


X. The escapist wife 


HIS is the wife who, contrary 

to the instincts of most normal 
women, has no interest in the work 
of homemaking and raising children, 
and who tries to escape these tasks 
by assuming all kinds of activities 
outside her home. 

Many a wife who takes a salaried 
job outside her home is an escapist. 
Other wives seek escape from their 
primary duties through political, so- 
cial, civic, even charitable activities 
outside their homes. Others still seek 
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escape through a constant round of 
visits with friends, card parties, un- 
necessary trips, anything to get them 
out of their homes. 

The result is one of two things. 
If they have the financial means, they 


others for these tasks, their home 
and children will be neglected. 


Good husbands have to try to 
make up for the escapism of their 
wives by doing as much of their work 
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must entrust their primary duty of as they can when they come home 
homemaking and raising children to from their jobs. Husbands who are 
others, who can never do for pay not so good usually in time seek their 
what a mother should do for love. own escape from the mess their wives 
If they do not have the means to hire have made of their homes. 





LADY OF THE STATUE 

High on a hill in Bombay, overlooking the Sea of Arabia, is one of 
the most extraordinary statues in the world. It is a magnificent statue 
of the Blessed Mother, and to most of the million and a half people of 
Bombay, she is the Queen of Bombay. The Catholics of the great city 
make up only a tiny percentage of the huge population and the most 
amazing thing about the statue is that it has promoted a tremendous 
devotion to the Blessed Mother. 

The magnitude of this devotion can only be estimated by the fact 
that many thousands of Indians, who have never even heard of her Son, 
have a devotion to His mother that would put many Catholics to shame. 
Indeed, at any hour of the day or night, hundreds of people can be 
found praying fervently to the Lady of the statue. Most of them are 
not Christians and, when asked why they pray to the Christian Lady, 
they will tell you, “The Queen of Bombay is everyone’s Queen — and 
that means me too.” 


Mary Immaculate 


NO GRUDGE BEYOND SUNDOWN 

Every bride should be aware on her wedding day that, as married life 
goes on, she will meet with faults in her husband that she did not see 
or know before. One important part of her marriage vow should be the 
promise to overlook such faults when they do come to light and begin 
to annoy her. She should also know that he will make mistakes, just as 
she herself will; he may forget birthdays; he may say irritating things 
about her or to her in the presence of others; he may now and then stay 
out late when she expected him home, etc. Few wives would not feel 
some resentment over such mistakes, but a good wife will not let this 
boil over in anger. Above all, a wife must steel herself against bearing 
grudges over a period of time. No matter how much she may feel offend- 
ed, she must be determined not to carry her resentment over from one 
day to another. 
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Problems of Professional People 





ROBLEM: I am a nurse, working 

mostly in a hospital, and I wish 
to perform my duties faithfully and 
exactly. However, I would like to have 
a clear solution of one problem — the 
duty of the nurse to obey the doctor’s 
orders. It seems to me that if this ob- 
ligation is pressed to its full extent, it 
will make the nurse a mere autom- 
aton. 


OLUTION: Certainly, in general 

the nurse is supposed to fulfill 
faithfully the doctor’s orders in caring 
for the patient, for only by their con- 
certed and harmonious efforts will they 
bring the best results to the sick per- 
son. However, this principle admits of 
some exceptions. For the nurse has a 
conscience, which directs her to ob- 
serve the law of God as her first ob- 
ligation, whatever may be the attitude 
of the doctor. Moreover, she is sup- 
posedly familiar with some medical 
procedures and interested in the wel- 
fare of the patient. It would be wrong 
for a nurse to argue: “I have abso- 
lutely no responsibility except to do 
what I am told by the doctor.” 


In the first place, if a nurse is com- 
manded by the doctor to do something 
which she knows is contrary to the 
law of God, she may not do it. For 
example, despite the doctor’s orders, 
she could not give a patient — even 
though he may be suffering intense 
pain from an incurable disease — a 


Must the Nurse Obey 
the Doctor? 


drug which she knows is intended di- 
rectly to bring about death, under the 
guise of “mercy killing.” Even if she 
only suspects that this is the purpose 
of some medication, she should refuse 
to give it or refer the matter to the 
hospital authorities. 


Secondly, if the nurse is sure that 
the doctor has made a mistake and 
that the treatment he is prescribing is 
likely to prove harmful to the patient, 
she should discuss the matter with the 
doctor, and if he does not rectify the 
mistake, she should refer the case to 
the superintendent, supposing that it 
occurs in a hospital. In a private home 
she should refuse to carry out the or- 
ders, at least if there is danger of grave 
harm to the patient. Father McFadden, 
O.S.A., says: “Civil law reminds the 
nurse that when a doctor’s negligence 
results in the death of a patient, any 
nurse who assisted him is regarded as 
equally guilty if, in the light of her 
training, she could and should have 
foreseen that the doctor’s act was go- 
ing to harm the patient.” (Medical 
Ethics, p. 343) 


However, apart from such excep- 
tional cases, the nurse should ordinar- 
ily fulfill exactly the doctor’s orders. 
Even a skilled nurse does not possess 
the medical knowledge of a doctor, and 
hence she must ordinarily presume that 
the treatment he is prescribing is best 
for the patient. At most, the nurse 
might courteously bring to the attention 
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of the doctor some fact of which he 
may not be aware, to help him in his 
procedure. If a nurse disobeys the doc- 
tor’s orders, arguing that her practical 
knowledge is better than his, she may 
cause great trouble — perhaps even 
the death of the patient. A most con- 
scientious observance of the doctor’s 
prescriptions is called for, especially 
when the sick person is in danger of 
death. 

The nurse and the doctor should 
work together as a team; there should 
be a friendly and cooperative spirit 
between them. Both are needed for the 
best results. The doctor should always 
be courteous and kind in giving orders 


to the nurse; and she should be re- 
spectful and obedient in receiving 
them. Even from a natural standpoint 
such a spirit of harmony will provide 
the most favorable atmosphere in the 
sick room. And from the supernatural 
standpoint it will manifest the spirit 
of Christian charity which should pre- 
vail among those who devote them- 
selves to the care of the sick out of 
love for our Lord, Whose image they 
behold in all who are in pain and 
suffering. 


Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, 
C.SS.R., S.T.D., L.L.D., L.H.D. 
Catholic University of America 
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FIRST RULE FOR HAPPY MARRIAGE 


All true happiness on earth, in any walk of life, depends on the spirit- 
ual outlook that there is something worth striving for in life that no 
temporal gain or loss on earth should be permitted to interfere with. 
The easiest way to destroy happiness on earth is to think that all happi- 
ness can be attained on earth. Most divorces can be traced back to this 
cause: people think that marriage is going to bring them their final and 
complete happiness; when it does not, they turn to another partner and 
another spouse and find the same lesson being repeated all over again. 
Happiness in marriage begins with the quest of happiness in heaven for 
oneself, one’s partner and one’s children; and this quest is made actual 


by prayer, the reception of the sacraments, and the fearing of nothing 
except sin. 





A JOY TO HER HUSBAND 


Husbands do not easily fall into the habit of seeking recreation out- 
side their own homes and away from their wives, if they have wives who 
make and keep their home neat and clean, even though it be a very 
modest and humble dwelling. A wife must dedicate herself to this task, 
even though it means hard work and giving up some outside activities. 
Just as important is her attention to her personal appearance. If she be- 
comes slovenly and careless in this, even in the privacy of the home, 
she must not be surprised if her husband does not care whether he is 
with her or not. If she knows little about cooking when she marries, she 
should be determined to study and work at this until her ability will be 
a source of constant admiration and joy for her husband. 
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Learn to know more about the Mother of God; for in 
learning about her you will find your way to God. 


God Gave Her 


JOHN P. SCHAEFER, C.SS.R. 


NVENTORS and engineers, art- 
ists, mechanics, even children 
have some plan in mind in every- 
thing they produce. It may be some- 
thing sublime; it may be something 
simple. It may be only a house of 
blocks, but always there is a pur- 
pose governing all our actions. This 
is true because God has created us 
with an intellect with which we can 
think and plan and know. 


He Who gave us this wonderful 
faculty works in much the same man- 
ner; and, indeed, this should not 
surprise us, for, after all, we have 
been made to the image and likeness 
of God. God, too, has a plan in 
everything He does — in everything 
He produces. There is, however, one 
great difference between the plans of 
God and the plans of man. It is the 
way God has of dealing with man 
which sometimes makes a man cry 
out from the depth of suffering, 
“Why, O God? Why?” It is the mys- 
tery about God, which will lead a 
proud man to rise in rebellion against 
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Top Priority 


his own reason and exclaim, “There 
is no God!” 

And yet it is not too difficult to 
understand this great difference be- 
tween God and man. We plan, and 
we work out our plans, and we real- 
ize that even in the midst of our 
plans and our working, we can make 
changes; there is always room for 
improvement; there is always imper- 
fection. We are constantly making 
mistakes, constantly acquiring more 
knowledge. We are always growing 
up. Only when we grow up to see 
God in heaven shall we see all things 
clearly and understand God’s way of 
dealing with us. 

But God? God cannot be imper- 
fect; He cannot change. Because He 
is all-wise, His plans are perfect. Be- 
cause He is all-powerful, His prod- 
ucts are always made according to 
plan. In fact, God can have only 
ONE plan, one gigantic and yet sim- 
ple plan. God cannot produce any- 
thing or anyone more perfect than 
Himself, and therefore everything He 
creates, everything He does or per- 
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mits, must be for Himself, for His 
own glory, according to His will. 

In this one plan of His, God creat- 
ed the world and knew it would be 
for His own glory. On the earth He 
created man to His own image and 
likeness; and God knew that this 
would be for His own glory. In this 
plan of His, God created man free, 
even permitting him to sin — and 
this, too, God knew would be pro- 
ductive of glory for Himself, al- 
though men would wonder and doubt. 
In this one plan, God determined 
that He Himself would become man, 
that He would redeem mankind, that 
He would allow men to come to the 
eternal vision of Himself in heaven. 
And all this, He knew, would be for 
His own glory. 


God’s Plan for Mary 
HAT is why we can say that 
God has given Mary top prior- 
ity. You see, in working out this plan 
for His glory, God worked as a skilled 
and master Artist. The skilled artist 
never loses sight of his model. Every 
little stroke of his brush is made, 
not for itself, but to perfect the mas- 
ter-plan which the artist has in mind. 
In God’s master-plan, His glory was 
to be achieved through His Son be- 
coming man. But God also deter- 
mined that a mere creature was to 
be an integral part in His plan. Mary 
was to be the Mother of God; and 
Christ and Mary were to be the 
reason for every stroke of His crea- 
tive genius. Through Christ God 
would find His glory, and Christ 
would come only through Mary. 
God intensely loved this plan of 
His. When, in time, He began to 
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work it out, He could not contain 
Himself. Everywhere He spoke of it, 
placing on the lips of inspired writ- 
ers hints and even pointed and direct 
references to His plan. 


Immediately after the fall of 
Adam and Eve He spoke of a woman 
being associated with His Son in 
“crushing the head of the serpent.” 
Through His prophets He sang of the 
Messias, the Redeemer to be born of 
a virgin. When the biography of 
Christ was written by other inspired 
writers, He saw to it that there 
would be no mistaking His designs. 
At the manger, in the temple, at 
Nazareth and at Cana, up to the hill 
of Calvary — wherever Christ was, 
there would Mary also be found. She 
was a living part of the life of Christ; 
she was a predestined part of the 
magnificent plan of God. St. Paul, 
speaking of the redemption when it 
had been accomplished, could say: 
“God sent His Son, born of a wom- 
an... that He might redeem those 
who were under the law.” 


Another Part of the Plan 

HIS is the summit of Mary’s 

dignity, that God should choose 

her for such an intimate part in the 

acquisition of His glory. But there 

is another feature in the plan of God, 

which adds to His glory and to 
Mary’s dignity. 


Since God had cast Himself in the 
role of an artist, everything must be 
placed in proper perspective. The 
smallest atom has its place; the most 
terrible war has its reason. But all 
must be directed to His glory, 
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through Christ and Mary. God, there- 
fore, fashioned for Himself what 
might be called a pyramid of glory 
in creation. The lower things in the 
scale of creatures He made for the 
higher, and all things He created for 
Himself. 


The mineral kingdom He estab- 
lished that the vegetable world might 
exist. The vegetable world, in turn, 
was to furnish the support of animal 
creation. All these creatures He de- 
signed that man might be sustained, 
that all creation might form a song 
of praise to His glory in the lives 
and on the lips of men. But at the 
pinnacle of this pyramid of creation 
He placed Christ, that He might find 
His glory through Him and through 
Mary, whom He willed to associate 
so closely and intimately with His 
Son. “For all things are yours... 
and you are Christ’s, and Christ is 
God’s.” (1 Cor. 3:22-23) 


It is no wonder that writers should 
vie with one another in praising this 
plan of God and that God Himself 
should be so outspoken in proclaim- 
ing it. Authors cannot find words 
emphatic enough to express Mary’s 
part in God’s plan. One ancient writ- 
er remarks that “for her greater glory 
the whole world was formed.” This 
was also the Jewish interpretation of 
the prophets of the Old Testament in 
regard to the position of Mary in 
the life of the Messias. The Rabbi 
Onkelos, for example, wrote: “For 
love of the unblemished Virgin, God 
created heaven and earth. Nor did 
He merely found the earth, but even 
sustains it, for love of her.” 
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Correct Understanding Necessary 


HIS word must be understood 
correctly. Mary did not merit 
to become the mother of God. God 
chose her freely to be the mother of 
His Son, to be His intimate associate 
in procuring His glory. But He has 
so honored her in making her the 
mother of His Son, that He could do 
nothing greater for her. 

It was for Christ and with Christ 
in view that God created the world. 
It is only through Christ and His 
merits that God’s glory was attained 
and man was saved. But because 
Mary had been so intimately asso- 
ciated with Christ, it can also be said 
that, in dependence upon her Son, 
it was for her and with her in view 
that God created the world — that 
it is only through Mary that God’s 
glory will be attained and that men 
will be saved. 

The Church, so cautious and pre- 
cise in her theological language, 
seems almost reckless in speaking of 
Mary. In her liturgy the Church ap- 
plies to Mary the words of the Book 
of Proverbs: “The Lord possessed 
me in the beginning of His ways, 
before He made anything from the 
beginning. I was set up from eter- 
nity, and of old, before the earth 
was made. The depths were not as 
yet, and I was already conceived.” 

God placed Mary at the very pin- 
nacle of His plans. He determined 
that it would be through her that He 
would draw His glory. Because God 
has gone to such limits in planning 
and fashioning her, the saying has 
become a byword among writers 
about our Lady: “Never can enough 
be said of Mary.” 


THE LIGUORIAN 


Eo” EE 





















" 


Leonard F. Hyland, C.SS.R. 


HE Easter season is an appropriate 

time for those who labor under 
physical disabilities to lift up their 
hearts with renewed hope. As they read 
in the Gospels of the coming and go- 
ing of Christ after His resurrection, 
they can see in His gloriously risen 
body the qualities which will adorn 
their own bodies at that solemn mo- 
ment when God rings down the curtain 
on human history in this world. 


What were the characteristics of 
Christ’s risen body? For one thing, it 
was suffused with a brilliant light not 
of this world, so much so that the 
guards who had been appointed to 
watch the tomb, at the moment of the 
resurrection, “were terrified, and be- 
came like dead men.” (Matthew 28:4) 
Gone were the marks and signs of hu- 
man weakness; Christ’s wounds, indeed, 
were still visible, but like precious 
jewels, they served to add to the daz- 
zling brightness of His appearance. So 
it will be surely with the bodies of 
those who have patiently suffered 
throughout their lives the cross of phys- 
ical deformity or pain. 

Then also, Christ’s risen body was 
able to move from place to place with 
the speed of light itself. He could ap- 
pear in Jerusalem one instant, and on 
the shore of Lake Genesareth the next. 
Nor were physical barriers any obsta- 
cle to Him. St. John, in describing how 
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~ Thought forthe Qluit-in 


The Body Beautiful 


our Lord appeared to the apostles, 
twice mentions the detail: “Jesus came, 
the doors being closed . . . ” (John 
20:26) What joy for the shut-in to 
know with certainty that the day is 
surely coming when this same wonder- 
ful agility will be his! From-star to star 
he will be able to make his way in a 
twinkling. What a contrast from his 
present condition, when every step is a 
painful one, or perhaps he is unable 
even to leave his bed at any time! 


The Christian belief in the resurrec- 
tion of the body is not just a pious 
hope based on uncertain evidence. It is 
one of the truths that lies at the very 
heart of our faith. The Apostles’ Creed 
does close with the ringing declaration: 
“I believe in the resurrection of the 
body and life everlasting. Amen.” Let 
all shut-ins who read this renew their 
faith in this wonderful future which 
awaits them. Thus they will find 
strength and courage in bearing the 
cross and fulfilling cheerfully the tre- 
mendously important task God has giv- 
en them in this life. 


* * * 


Notice to shut-ins and their families: 
In September, 1960, a National Pil- 
grimage for the Sick to Lourdes is 
planned. For further information, write 
to Catholic Travel office, Dupont Cir- 
cle Building, Washington 6, D. C. 
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Louis G. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


OF THE SEXTON 


HE whole subject was thorough- 
ly threshed out one day in Pad- 
dy Grogan’s bar, namely, whether the 
job of church janitor and handyman 
is worth the small salary that usually 
goes with it. Nor should the locale of 
this discussion be considered unusual, 
for it is common knowledge that 
when a man is warmed by a drink or 
two his thoughts will turn readily 
enough to religion and its adjuncts. 
With tongue pleasantly loosened, he 
will easily settle all the problems of 
the parish in an hour of give-and- 
take with a few like-minded cronies. 
Give them two hours and they will 
take care of the bishop’s problems as 
well. . 

This particular discussion was pre- 
cipitated by Paddy Grogan remark- 
ing, as he was washing beer glasses 
behind the bar: 

“T hear they are looking for a new 
janitor over at the church.” 
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“Is that so?” said big John Dele- 
hanty. Some of the half dozen or so 
men present had heard the news, and 
those who hadn’t expressed surprise 
at it. 

“I thought that man they hired a 
couple of years ago was a fixture 
there,” someone said. “What hap- 
pened to him?” — 

“You mean Casimir Kradzinski?” 
asked Adolph Schwartz. “He has five 
or six children to support, and it 
seems he just couldn’t make it on the 
salary they paid him.” 

“T don’t wonder he couldn’t make 
it,” said Delehanty. “It wasn’t very 
much he got for his hard work.” 

“Indeed it wasn’t.” A new voice 
was heard, that of Finbar O’Houli- 
han, confirmed bachelor and com- 
mentator on all things human. “I can 
speak with authority, because I once 
occupied the post of sexton.” 

“When was that, Finbar?” 
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“Many years ago, and it was not 
for very long, about six months, as I 
recall it. Father Donahue was pas- 
tor of St. Mary’s in those days.” 

“And why did you give it up, Fin- 
bar? You didn’t have to worry about 
supporting a family.” 


“I’m glad you asked that ques- 
tion,” said Finbar, “and I have an 
answer to it in several short install- 
ments. First there is the matter of 
money that Delehanty touched on a 
moment ago. It is true that I did not 
have a family to feed. But it was a 
matter of principle with me. I felt I 
should get at least as much for my 
labors as the janitor of the Johnson 
shoe factory down the street. And I 
wasn’t. He was getting considerably 
more than I, and he didn’t have my 
hours, either. So I turned in my coal 
shovel, expressed my regrets to the 
Father, and joined the ranks of the 
ex-sextons.” 

“Short pay, long hours — it’s no 
good,” said Schwartz. “The priests 
ought to realize that.” 

“Ah!” said Finbar, holding up his 
hand. “I don’t blame the priest as 
much as the people, if you want the 
truth of the matter.” 


“Why blame us?” Little Linus Hoff 
was getting in his 2c worth. “Nobody 
asked us how much the janitor should 
get.” 

“No, but the priest, after all, can 
dispense only as much money as he 
finds in the collection baskets. In 
those days, when the parish was just 
getting started, I know for a fact that 
Father Donahue wasn’t even taking 
his year’s salary.” 


May, 1960 


“But that’s different now. We have 
a big parish, and they should be able 
to pay more.” 

“Ha!” said Finbar. “You should 
help the priest count the collection 
and sort the envelopes some time, 
like I do. Sure there is more money 
coming in. But we also have a big 
school now, and sisters, and busses 
and some other incidentals. What’s 
coming in is not enough to make it, 
when you consider that we are also 
still paying off on our debt.” 


“Whose side are you on?” said 
Paddy from behind the bar. 

“I’m on the side of justice,” said 
Finbar. “And I say the people are to 
blame for the sexton’s low salary. 
That is, to be fair, some of the peo- 
ple. The very ones who would com- 
plain loudest about it are the ones 
who drop their quarter in the collec- 
tion basket on Sunday (like their 
grandfather before them) and think 
they are being handsomely generous 
to the Church.” 

“TI raised mine to 50c,” said 
Adolph Schwartz. 


“Well, you didn’t raise it enough,” 
said Finbar. “If you wonder why they 
don’t raise the janitor’s salary it’s 
because too many people are leaving 
it up to somebody else to pay him.” 

“Maybe you’ve got a point there.” 

“Sure I have. And don’t think 
these young priests coming out of the 
seminary don’t know all about the 
living wage that every decent work- 
ing man (including church janitors) 
ought to get. They know Quadrage- 
simo Anno as well as they know the 
back of their hand. They’re on the 
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side of labor, by and large, and they 
want to do what’s right. But when 
they get to be pastors they have to 
divide the parish income 26 different 
ways, and believe me they have their 
worries about making it stretch.” 


“Finbar,” said Delehanty, “you 
said there were some other reasons 
why you quit the sexton job.” 

“Yes,” said Finbar, “and I’m com- 
ing to them right now. I’m not a 
patient man by nature, and it got to 
the point where my blood pressure 
shot up 20 points when I walked 
through the church after the last 
Mass on Sunday morning.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“What I mean is that the floor was 
littered up with everything from 
Kleenex tissues to cracker crumbs. 
You waded through the debris knee 
deep. Sometimes it was so bad you 
wouldn’t find a worse litter in the 
public park after a confetti parade 
for the new mayor.” 


“But wasn’t part of your job to 
sweep up?” said Grogan. “Why kick 
about it?” 

“Sure it was, and I didn’t mind 
that part of it. But it was the incon- 
siderateness of people that got me. 
They wouldn’t- throw stuff helter 
skelter around the floor of their own 
homes. But in church it was all right. 
Somebody could clean it up later. 
Just dump it on the floor and wait 
for the janitor to come along. Well, 
this is one janitor that stopped com- 

“All this is very interesting,” said 
Tim Dempsey, the oldest active par- 
ishioner. “I never thought you were 
so finicky, Finbar.” 
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“Oh, I’m a proud man, make no 
mistake about it,” said Finbar. “And 
that brings up another reason why I 
finally threw up the job in disgust. 
It was the unreasonableness of peo- 
ple that got me. Here is Mrs. A, a 
thin-blooded creature who is satis- 
fied only with a hothouse tempera- 
ture in church. Here is Mrs. B, an 
Amazon type with an Eskimo some- 
where in her ancestry. She likes to 
have the snow blowing across her 
forehead. What happens when these 
two, and many more like them, get 
together in the same building? It’s the 
janitor who catches it. That’s what 
happens. 


“You lazy creature, why don’t you 
get some heat up in the building?’ 
says Mrs. A. ‘You paragon of stu- 
pidity,’ says Mrs. B, ‘why do you find 
it necessary to heat the place like a 
Turkish bath?’ Mrs. A closes the win- 
dows. Mrs. B opens them. The ush- 
ers run around madly, and for the 
most part foolishly, and finally 
O’Kelly, the head usher, calls me on 
the phone and says: ‘O’Houlihan, get 
off your big, fat easy chair and do 
something about this situation.’ Off 
my easy chair, is it? O’Kelly should 
get out at 4 a.m. on the wintry morn- 
ings and get the fire going, and shov- 
el 12 feet of snow away from the 
church steps. And in the summer let 
him try to keep some grass growing 
on the church lawn where the neigh- 
borhood moppets are determined to 
scuff it and dig it and in any way 
possible to destroy every blade of it.” 


“You feel strongly about this, Fin- 
bar.” 
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“You're right, I do, and this will 
partially explain to you why I didn’t 
last too long on the job.” 

“What about the nuns?” said Lin- 
us Hoff. “Did they give you a bad 
time?” 

“IT won’t hear or speak a word 
against the good sisters,” Finbar re- 
torted. “It’s true they sometimes 
asked me to be in three places at 
one time, but it was only because 
they set such a pace for themselves 
that only a superman could keep up.” 

Linus sniffed —_— incredulously. 
“They’re not all saints,” he said. 
“Not by a long shot.” 

“No, but they’re trying, which is 
maybe more than you and I can say 
about ourselves as we sit here drink- 
ing Grogan’s beer. No, the nuns were 
all right. But there were just too 
many strong winds coming at me 
from all sides. Between the nuns and 
the organist and the priest’s house- 
keeper and zealous members of the 
Altar Society, some of whom con- 


sidered it a major function to count 
the wax drippings on the altar plat- 
forms each day and report same to 
the janitor, between them all, and 
the pastor issuing rapid-fire orders 
from the rectory, I often didn’t know 
if I was on foot or on horseback.” 


There was silence for a moment, 
before Finbar finished his speech. 

“Oh, my hat’s off to the patient 
sextons who in countless parishes 
have borne the burden and the heat 
of many years. They are truly hero- 
ic souls, and deserve a lot more 
credit than the world gives to them. 
I’m afraid I’m not of that stamp.” 

“So you’re not going to volunteer 
for the vacant post at St. Mary’s,” 
said Grogan. “I still can’t figure out 
why. The Lord knows you hang 
around the rectory enough.” 

“Not on your life,” said Finbar. 
“Tl help the Father—but he knows 
well that he can have me only as a 
free-lance.” 
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EMERGENCY MARRIAGE WITHOUT A PRIEST 





ROBLEM: My wife and I recently escaped from behind the Iron Curtain. We 

are both Catholics, and always wanted to be married by the Church. How- 
ever, in our town in Hungary there was no priest, and even if there were one, he 
would not have been allowed by law to perform any marriages. Not knowing 
what else to do, we went through the form of marriage prescribed by the state 
in the presence of a civil official and witnesses. What must we do now? Are we 
really married in the eyes of the Church and of God, or must we go through 





another marriage ceremony before a priest? 








OLUTION: An unusual marriage 
S case such as yours should be sub- 
mitted to the chancery office of the 
diocese through your parish priest in 
order to obtain a final verdict. How- 
ever, from the information that you 
have given, it would seem that the 
emergency provisions of canon law 
for marriage without a priest apply to 
your case, and -that the Church will 
recognize your marriage as lawful and 
binding. 

The ordinary law is that for a mar- 
riage to be valid, in which at least one 
of the parties is a baptized Catholic, 
it. must be celebrated before a duly 
authorized priest and two witnesses. 
The reason for this law is that the 
Church wishes to impress upon her 
children that marriage is a sacred thing 
—one of the seven sacraments—and 
hence should be graced by the pres- 
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ence of one of God’s ministers and by 
the sacramental ceremonies. 

There are, however, two cases — 
and only two — in which a Catholic 
can be validly and lawfully married 
without the presence of a priest: 1) in 
danger of death; and 2) even outside 
the danger of death if, within a month 
as far as prudently can be foreseen, it 
will be impossible without grave incon- 
venience either to go to a priest or to 
have a priest come for the celebration 
of the marriage. 

The Church is both a kind mother 
and a prudent and experienced law- 
maker, and she does not wish to bind 
her children to the ordinary form of 
marriage in these two cases in which 
its observance would be excessively 
difficult. Let us examine the condi- 
tions under which she grants this con- 
cession. 
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First of all, even in danger of death, 
if a duly authorized priest can be 
reached, the marriage must be cele- 
brated in his presence and that of two 
witnesses. Outside the danger of death, 
if the priest will be available within a 
month, the parties must postpone the 
marriage and not make use of this 
emergency provision. 

In either case, if any priest can be 
reached, even one who is not author- 
ized to perform the wedding, for ex- 
ample a stranger, the Church wishes 
him to be called as witness to the 
matriage. 

From this explanation, it can be 
seen why the statement was made that 
your marriage was apparently valid and 
lawful, even though it was not cele- 
brated in the presence of a priest. For: 
1) There was no priest available to 
whom you could go, or who could 
come to you without grave inconveni- 
ence. 2) This condition, as far as could 


be foreseen, would endure for a month. 
3) The marriage was celebrated before 
the requisite two witnesses. Hence, ac- 
cording to the provision of canon law 
for these unusual circumstances, the 
marriage was apparently both valid 
and licit. 


Practically, you should present the 
case to your parish priest. He will 
make sure that both of you were free 
to marry, that there was no impedi- 
ment, that the consent was legitimately 
exchanged before two witnesses, and 
that the application of the emergency 
provisions of canon law for a marriage 
without a priest were verified. If all 
is in order, as seems to be the case, 
he will state that your marriage was 
valid and lawful from the beginning. 
It would be well to renew your con- 
sent before the priest and to receive 
the nuptial blessing. However, this 
would not be obligatory. 











RECREATION IN MARRIAGE 


A good husband does not feel that after marriage he still has a full 
right to all the forms of personal recreation he indulged when he was 
single. He feels bound to share his leisure hours with his wife. This does 
not mean that he may not enjoy a game of golf now and then with his 
men friends. Nor does it mean that he has a right to be jealous and re- 
sentful if his wife retains some of her recreational outlets with her 
women friends. But it does mean that most of the time he will want to 
seek recreation that can be mutually enjoyed with his wife. Above all, 
if his own work keeps him tied down for certain periods of time, he will 
remember that his wife needs a certain amount of relaxation, and will 
see that she has it. 

A good husband is soon transformed into a bad husband if he picks up 
the habit of spending long hours in taverns, staying out late at night with 
his cronies, and frequently drinking even slightly to excess. One of the 
things that helps greatly to make marriages happy is the determination 
of husband and wife to make the home a principal place of recreation, 
into which friends are often invited, and from which husband and wife 
go out together to enjoy social evenings in the homes of friends. 
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Childlessness is a problem that affects 
a great number of married couples. 





Comfort 


for 


It is a problem that raises important 
religious and spiritual questions. 


This article discusses both 
the problem and the questions. 


DANIEL L. LOWERY, C.SS.R. 


T IS no secret that there are some 
Catholic couples who do not 
want any children in their married 
life. They will use any means, moral 
or immoral, to avoid them. There are 
other couples who, although they 
prefer not to have children, avoid at 
least sinful means of preventing them. 
They accept children all right, but 
only reluctantly. Christ’s representa- 
tives on earth have consistently lift- 
ed their voices against the abuses of 
married life: against the tragic tra- 
vesty called birth control, against 
the murder called abortion, and 
against the unchristian, indeed un- 
natural, refusal to bring children in- 
to the world. 
But there is another problem that 
deserves attention. There are a good 
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number of married couples who 
want children with all the desire of 
their hearts, but who, through no 
fault of their own, cannot have 
them. This is a very human problem, 
touching some of the deepest in- 
stincts and longings of the human 
heart. It is also a problem of consid- 
erable proportions. For example, 
one reliable medical statement says 
that one out of every ten marriages 
is, for one reason or another, sterile. 
Another report estimates that there 
were, in 1954, “three million child- 
less couples in the United States.” 
Obviously, the problem affects a 
great number of human beings. It is, 
moreover, a problem that brings up 
important religious and _ spiritual 
questions. Let’s look at some of them. 


THE LIGUORIAN 

















WHY? 


T IS not uncommon to hear good 
Catholic couples ask some very 
basic questions about the problem of 
sterility. “Why,” they will ask, “does 
God allow this to happen to us? 
What reason could He possibly 
have? We were told before our wed- 
ding that the primary purpose of 
Christian marriage is the procreation 
and education of children. We gladly 
accepted the Church’s teaching; but 
now, why does God refuse us the 
first fruit of married love?” 


Or perhaps they will say: “We 
have acquaintances who boast of 
their birth control practices. For as 
long as they please they refuse to 
have children. Then, as soon as they 
decide to have a baby, they have one. 
Why?” 


Or again they may bring up the 
very common complaint: “So many 
of our relatives and friends make sly, 
knowing remarks. They tell us how 
“lucky” we are, what a good “sys- 
tem” we must have, how much mon- 
ey we must be saving before we have 
the first child. Doesn’t God under- 
stand how hard it is to face all this 
year after year?” 


These and other questions come, 
sometimes with a burst of tears, 
sometimes with a tinge of bitterness, 
from good young hearts that cannot 
understand this mystery in their lives. 
One’s own heart would have to be 
made of stone not to feel sympathy 
for the disappointment and resent- 
ment and confusion that cloud their 
minds. 
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THE ETERNAL PROBLEM 


F WE look closely at this problem 
of sterility, we soon see that it is 
really only a variation on a theme, 
another facet of the oldest problem 
men have had to face: the problem 
of evil. It wears a million masks; it 
enters every human life; it stirs up 
again and again the fruitless ques- 
tion: why? 

Faced with the physical and moral 
evils that surround us, the sickness 
and heartache, the poverty and war, 
the despair and the sin of this world, 
we find it hard to reconcile all this 
with the goodness that is God. It is 
not so much that we want a bed of 
roses (we keep telling ourselves); we 
are willing to take our share of suf- 
fering. But how good is a God that 
lets even our highest and holiest 
yearnings end up in disillusionment? 


A QUESTION OF ATTITUDE 


ANY of the great minds 
through the centuries have 
wrestled with the problem of evil. 
Books are full of their answers, their 
explanations. But for most of us, 
with our puny intellects and insig- 
nificant lives, the answers do not 
satisfy. Ultimately, perhaps the wis- 
est man of all is the man who does 
not even seek completely satisfying 
answers! In this sphere of life, as in 
so many others, the really wise man 
is the man who trusts in God. 

All through the pages of the Bi- 
ble, the Holy Spirit is telling us to 
cast our cares upon the Lord who 
has so much concern for us. Again 
and again the Master asks us to 
place our trust in His providence, to 
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conform our little wills to His great 
will. Almost all the great saints, oft- 
en after many trials and much bit- 
terness, offer us the same advice: 
give in to God. Certainly God’s ways 
are seldom clear to us, His will is 
full of mystery. But we have it from 
God Himself that our peace and our 
happiness come from trying ever 
more perfectly to unite our will with 
His. God has told us that He loves 
us, that everything that happens to 
us is for our good. We must take 
Him at His word. 


The first and most important ap- 
proach to the problem of sterility is, 
then, one of attitude. And the atti- 
tude assumed must be shaped and 
adopted by husband and wife to- 
gether. It is important that husband 
and wife think about and pray about 
this problem together. And this is 
the attitude which husbands and 
wives who cannot have children 
must adopt — TOGETHER — 
toward their problem: “For some 
good reason, known at present only 
to God, we are not to have any chil- 
dren in our married lives. Although 
we do not understand this, we trust 
completely in God’s providence. He 
knows what is going on in our lives; 
He knows what we want; He knows 
what is best for us. Our lives are in 
His hands.” 


OTHER ATTITUDES 


LONG with this clear spiritual 

evaluation of their problem, 
husbands and wives must be pre- 
pared to work out their problem on 
the human level too. Here again 
there is a question of attitudes. 
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The husband who actively resents 
and shows bitterness to his wife be- 
cause she cannot have a baby is 
neither a real man nor a real hus- 
band. He simply does not understand 
the meaning of unselfish love, of 
marriage as a partnership that en- 
dures in spite of hardships and dis- 
appointments. Some husbands go so 
far as to use their wife’s sterility as 
a “trump card” in an argument. 
Take, for example, the case of Ed 
and Ruth. One morning about 2 
a.m., Ed came home, half drunk, 
surly. Ruth mildly mentioned that he 
should know better. “It’s your fault,” 
said Ed bitterly. “If you could give 
me a child as you’re supposed to do, 
maybe I’d have something to come 
home to.” 


This is an extreme example. But 
there are more than a few men who, 
by little things they say and do, both 
in public and in private, blame their 
wife again and again because she 
cannot give them a child. What can 
one say to this kind of man? He is 
stupid, immature, selfish. What he 
needs is a whole new attitude. He 
must come to know the meaning of 
love. He must come to see that mar- 
riage is a lifelong partnership “for 
better or worse, in sickness and 
health,” with children or without 
them. He is being asked to show a 
very special love to the woman he 
married. This is his chance to grow 
up, to become a strong man, an un- 
selfish lover. If he can’t see it this 
way, if he goes on feeling “cheated,” 
if he goes on manifesting his small- 
ness, the cancer of bitterness will 
never stop eating out his heart. 
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The wife, too, must adopt a sound 
psychological attitude. She must be 
ruthless with feelings of self-pity. 
Whining and weeping do not cure 
sterility; they only make the whole 
problem worse. She must also reject 
the vague sense of guilt that God is 
punishing her for past sins. Above 
all, she must control the gnawing 
anxiety that she will surely lose the 
love of her husband if she cannot 
have a child. (As we said above, if 
he is a husband worth having, she 
will not lose him just on this ac- 
count.) The childless wife should 
make a very special effort to be 
cheerful, interesting, helpful. 


I often think of Cathy, Bob’s wife. 
Bob and Cathy, like Ed and Ruth, 
couldn’t have any children. But Bob 
really loved Cathy as a woman, as 
his wife. And Cathy was always 
fresh, cheerful, reasonable in facing 
their problem. She did a thousand 
little things for Bob that she could 
not have done if they had had a fam- 
ily. Their love grew and is growing 
still. They are the happiest childless 
couple I have ever met. 

Briefly, then, the problem of ster- 
ility is a mutual problem, a problem 
that can only be faced by a husband 
and wife together. If the childless 
husband and wife both combat their 
selfishness and shoulder their cross 
and discuss their feelings with kind- 
ness and mutual understanding, they 
will find their married love growing 
more deep and personal every day. 
The love they would have bestowed 
on their children has not been lost; 
it has been shared and enjoyed to- 
gether. 
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PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS 


i approach to the problem of 
sterility, as outlined above, is 
essential and primary. If it isn’t 
present, there is going to be a lot of 
unhappiness. But even when it is 
present, it must be supplemented by 
any practical helps that may ease 
the situation. The following sugges- 
tions may prove helpful: 


1) Medical Aid. The constant 
progress in scientific medicine is 
opening new vistas to gynecologists 
every day. Doctors are trying to 
learn more and more about the na- 
ture, causes and treatment of infer- 
tility. Catholic couples should keep 
in touch with a good doctor, be will- 
ing to make financial sacrifices to 
find out if there is any hope in their 
case. Sometimes a good doctor can 
discover a minor difficulty that has 
stood in the way of conception. 


One word of warning must be 
given to Catholic men and women. 
Artificial insemination (“donor” in- 
semination as it is sometimes called) 
is not in accord with God’s plan. Its 
use by married people is immoral. 
It must also be pointed out that some 
(not all) “sterility tests” in use to- 
day offend against Christian moral- 
ity. Because they involve actions that 
are intrinsically wrong, they cannot 
be used, not even for a very worthy 
purpose. If any particular doubts 
arise on this score, Catholic couples 
will receive ready information from 
their confessor or pastor. 


2) Adoption. Some people still 
maintain a fixed opposition to adop- 
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tion. It cannot be denied, however, 
that many childless couples have 
found deep joy and happiness in an 
adopted child (or children). In prac- 
ticing the charity of Christ, in giving 
a home to the homeless and person- 
al love to a parentless child, they 
have felt the reward in their own 
lives. Adoption procedures are sel- 
dom simple, sometimes very discour- 
aging. But many a couple who were 
willing to make the sacrifices can 
point to a new link of love in their 
married lives. 


3) Helping Other People’s Chil- 
dren. In cases where adoption is not 
possible or desirable, there is still a 
large field in which husbands and 
wives may satisfy their natural par- 
ental instincts. God created women 
for motherhood, either spiritual or 
physical. Nuns are not the only ones 
called to spiritual motherhood; other 
single women and some married 
women are also called. With the ex- 
tra time at her disposal a childless 
married woman may find the ful- 
fillment of her maternal instinct in 
doing nursery work, in caring for or- 
phans, in dedicating herself to hand- 
icapped children. Or perhaps she 
may train herself for teaching, where 
she will be able to show countless 
young minds the spiritual and hu- 
man values of life. 


Some childless women freely of- 
fer their assistance to mothers in the 
neighborhood who are sick or over- 
worked. All this calls for great un- 
selfishness and practical sacrifices, 
but by such means many women have 
overcome frustration and developed 
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their personalities to a wonderful 
degree. 

Most men feel the call to father- 
hood. When physical fatherhood is 
denied them, let them make up for it 
by using their wisdom, talents and 
time for the benefit of other people’s 
children. Many a devoted scout mas- 
ter, Little League manager, play- 
ground supervisor is a married man 
who has no children of his own. 
There can be great spiritual satis- 
faction in helping young boys get a 
good start in life. 


4) The Lay Apostolate. In recent 
years the popes, bishops and priests 
have been emphasizing how badly 
the Church needs lay people. In the 
important work of the lay apostolate, 
in the organized forms of Catholic 
Action, childless couples have a 
providential opportunity to use their 
time and abilities in a constructive 
and truly Christian way. Bob and 
Cathy, the happy childless couple I 
mentioned above, are leaders in their 
parish organizations and in diocesan 
endeavors. They are too busy helping 
their parish priests and trying to 
spread Christ’s kingdom to become 
discouraged about their own mis- 
fortune. 


CONCLUSION 


HOPE that these few lines will 

bring to childless couples who 
chance to read them a clearer un- 
derstanding of their problem. I pray 
(and ask them to pray too) that 
they may humbly accept the will of 
God in their lives. I pray that their 
lives may be lived, together, in a tru- 
ly human and a truly Christ-like way. 


THE LIGUORIAN 

















FOR WIVES AND 





HUSBANDS ONLY 


Caring for a Handicapped Sister 


ROBLEM: I have a wonderful hus- 

band and we have had five chil- 
dren. Three are married, one is a reli- 
gious, and the other is living alone in 
the city. So just the two of us are left. 
But I am worried for fear that some 
day I may be asked to make a home 
for my spoiled, crippled sister. At pres- 
ent she lives with my parents who have 
always babied her because she is crip- 
pled and cannot talk plainly. Maybe 
I’m just feeling sorry for myself when 
I think of the future day when she 
won’t have a home, because she is very 
odd and it would make any of us very 
unhappy to have her living with us. 
Sometimes I get so depressed over this 
situation that I nearly get sick. Is there 
some solution that you might give us? 


OLUTION: We must be a little 

blunt in answering this problem, 
even though we are fully mindful that 
its writer may suffer from overwrought 
nerves and may not be fully responsi- 
ble for her extraordinary fears. How- 
ever, we must answer objectively, and 
leave the writer to find a local priest- 
director who can probe into her cir- 
cumstances and make allowances for 
health or personality problems. 


First of all, the good lady is wor- 
ried about a hypothetical future event, 
which may never come to pass at all. 
It is great folly to worry ourselves sick 
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today over what God may ask us to do 
next year or ten years from now. It is 
like a person worrying himself sick 
over the possibility that at some future 
date God may ask him to be a martyr 
for His love. It is enough to love God 
as much as we can in the present, and 
to pray that, whatever God may ask 
of us in the future, He will grant us 
the grace to face it and bear it bravely 
for love of Him. 


This living in and for the present 
need not and should not bar us from 
looking about for signs of what God 
may ask us to do in the future. Thus 
in the problem here presented, there is 
the possibility that the crippled sister 
will be alone at some future date and 
will need someone to look after her. 
There is the possibility that the ones 
best situated to look after her will be 
our letter-writer and her husband, 
whose children have all grown up and 
left their home. So, without worrying 
about it or anticipating divine provi- 
dence, the one involved may reason- 
ably ask herself the question: “If God 
asked it, could I accept a difficult 
charge of this kind?” 

We are almost tempted to say that 
the lady who wrote the above letter 
should answer NO and be done with 
the matter once and for all, that she 
should leave it to public welfare to 
care for her sister. Her letter shows so 
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much lack of Christian compassion for 
a handicapped sister, so deep a resent- 
ment against one who, by God’s de- 
cree, cannot talk plainly, that she 
would only make the person miserably 
unhappy. And there would be no sense 
in offering a home to a crippled and 
tongue-tied sister, if in that home the 
sister would find herself nagged at, 
heckled, berated and clearly unwanted. 
So, if that is the only kind of home 
that could be offered, it should not be 
offered at all. 

I do not think the situation is as bad 
as the above sounds. I do think that, 
even when our letter-writer hypothetic- 
ally thinks of the possibility of her sis- 
ter’s some day needing a home, she 
should reflect on the very special love 
of Jesus Christ for the physically hand- 
icapped; she should reflect on the un- 
worthiness of the selfishness that makes 
her dread the thought of having her 
peaceful existence disturbed; she should 


reflect on the obligation of family ties 
that are so widely scorned by selfish 
people today. Then she should say to 
herself: “I don’t have to do anything 
for my sister now. I may never have 
to do anything for her. But if I ever 
do, I shall do it with a warm, gener- 
ous, Christlike spirit, and I know that 
God will give me special graces to do 
it well.” 


If such an attitude cannot be at- 
tained, if the very thought of caring 
for a handicapped sister conjures up 
nothing but thoughts of how embar- 
rassing and painful and troublesome it 
would be, and no thoughts of what joy 
it would bring to Christ, the lover of 
such as these, then hypothetical ar- 
rangements should be planned for put- 
ting the person with the Little Sisters 
of the Poor, or some other religious 
organization that would give her at 
least the blessing of love. 





ZONE NUMBER—always! 





Pkasce USE YOUR 
POSTAL ZONE NUMBER! 


To improve service and speed delivery of mail, the 
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zone number in your address. 


We want to cooperate in every way we can—but we 
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be assuring speedy delivery of your magazines. 
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Adapted from a Catholic Hour radio address by 
JOSEPH E. MANTON, C.SS.R. 


The 
Indispensable 


BOUT fifty years ago, O. Henry 
said that all the Christmas stor- 
ies had been written. In the same 
sense we can say that all the Moth- 
er’s Day sentiments have been voiced. 
Yet, though no man can really add 
anything new, it is a sweet pleasure 
for us to stand reverently before the 
old shrine, and salute humanity’s 
closest approach to heaven — a good 
mother. 

Some may urge that, after all 
Mother’s Day is only a recent arti- 
ficial flower in the plastic vase of 
convention. That may be true for the 
“Day,” but the spirit of the day is 
as natural as the clinging arms of a 
child. Not only that! It is a spirit 
that has its roots deep in religion: 
to be exact, in the fourth or (if you 
happen to be a non-Catholic) the 
fifth commandment. In fact we can 
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trapeze from the commandments 
over to the creed: “Born of the Vir- 
gin Mary.” If on the 25th of Decem- 
ber we recall that the great God be- 
came a little Child, on the second 
Sunday of May we should remem- 
ber that in that bleak stable of Beth- 
lehem He found what all the glitter- 
ing courts of heaven could not give 
Him — a mother. When Jesus, the 
divine, was born of Mary, the hu- 
man, motherhood received its high- 
est compliment! 

Some sophisticated observer may 
curl his lip and sneer that our mod- 
ern dedication of Mother’s Day is 
nothing but a huge cake baked with 
the “dough” of big business, and 
spread between layers with a smeary 
filling of sentimentality. It is true 
that somehow Mother’s picture has 
found its way into the gilded frame 
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of commercialism, complete to the 
price tag; but can’t a man forget the 
extravagant frame and have eyes on- 
ly for the extraordinary face within? 


About sentimentality, it may even 
be true that an oversweet sentimen- 
tality has tried — God help us — 
to touch up that face, sometimes add- 
ing wrinkles and sometimes rouge, 
but every honest man will go on see- 
ing and loving only the picture of 
mother that he carries in the locket 
of his heart. It may not be Whistler’s 
mother, as austere and stylized as a 
statue; it will not be the teary crea- 
ture on the song-book cover, with 
the lavender dress and the snowy 
shawl, fumbling a “prop” letter in 
her frail ivory hands. More likely his 
picture will be closer to an ener- 
getic woman bustling around a busy 
kitchen, wearing an ample apron and 
flat shoes, but in that simple setting, 
love shines like diamonds from her 
eyes. 


Looking back now, he knows that 
his mother was self-sacrifice with a 
smudge on its cheek, wisdom with a 
wisp or two of straggling hair, and 
sanctity under the halo of a dust- 
cap. She was the financier who nev- 
er heard of a budget, yet mysterious- 
ly made both ends meet like a ma- 
gician. She was a first aid attendant 
who never heard of a band-aid, but 
somehow could do just as well with 
a twist of bandage and a kiss. She 
was a hotel chef at her old-fashioned 
oven; a priest at the children’s bed- 
time prayers: and after that an un- 
abashed teller of tall tales that made 
little eyes grow bigger and bigger till 
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the eyelids got tired with the strain 
and then slowly fell like the curtain 
at a play. Another day was done. 


OR the epitaph of every real 
mother you could carve this 
simple sentence: “She lived for oth- 
ers.” Notice, she not only gives us 
our life, but from then on she lives 
her life for us. Her motherhood is 
not something merely physical, in the 
womb. It is deeper, in the heart. I 
mean a real mother. But from those 
who are mothers only technically or 
physically, who are sacrileges against 
the sacrament of motherhood, deliv- 
er us, O Lord! If they are mothers, 
they are mothers only in the sense 
that Judas was an apostle, and Pon- 
tius Pilate a judge. Some of them are 
drunkards, and some are lazy, and 
some are domineering tyrants, and 
some have given their hearts into an- 
other man’s hands. No matter what, 
their lives have localized like a boil 
in one ugly spot: self. In the dic- 
tionary of genuine motherhood, self 
is the very last word on the last page. 


But there is this consolation. To 
balance these unworthy mothers, 
these third-rate semiprecious stones, 
cracked and full of flaws, we have 
what you might call beautiful synthe- 
tic gems, women who may not be 
mothers by nature but certainly ap- 
proach it by dedication and devo- 
tion. I am thinking of those maiden 
aunts who once were vivacious young 
girls; but father died, and mother 
became an invalid, and after that they 
spent the best years of their lives 
mothering their own mothers. I am 
thinking of those wives who longed 
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for children; and when the cradle 
stayed empty, they determined to fill 
their hearts and became magnificent 
mothers to the children they adopt- 
ed. I am thinking of all those kindly 
women who have to find their chil- 
dren in nieces and nephews; but to 
these they are Santa Claus at Christ- 
mas, Lady Bountiful on birthdays, 
and fairy godmother all through the 
year, finding their happiness in bring- 
ing happiness to the youngsters. 


I am thinking, too, of those other 
women who have nothing to give to 
other people’s children but their 
lives, like the consecrated nuns in 
the classroom, who spend hundreds 
and hundreds of hours each year 
amid freckles and curls not their 
own, and who knew about bubble 
gum long before the parents ever 
heard of it. Does not some of the 
golden glory of motherhood’s shining 
candle fall upon such as these? 


Still, today the doorbells ring, and 
the telegrams are delivered, and the 
carnations bloom in buttonholes, to 
honor mother in the ordinary sense— 
that extraordinary being who is the 
purest tabernacle of human love. 
There is a phrase, and you hear it a 
great deal, about the indispensable 
man. Mother is really the indispensa- 
ble woman. A mother who perhaps 
groans through the pangs of child- 
birth, but then wears a weak but 
shining smile, because she feels, 
snuggled in the hollow of her arm, 
a new life, a tiny traveler who has 
safely made his way across the frail 
bridge of birth, a child woven of her 
own flesh and blood and bone, so 
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small and sweet and lovable and her 
very own! A mother who went on to 
weary her feet carrying us when our 
own little feet were too weak to car- 
ry us. A mother who went without 
sleep many a night trying to bring 
sleep to us. A mother who later on 
was always there, setting the table 
when we were hungry, bending over 
our bed when we were sick, picking 
us up when we fell, cheering us when 
we were sad, forgiving us when we 
were bad, and more than once stand- 
ing between us and the towering form 
of an angry father. 

A mother is a candlestick with a 
hundred different lights, a fountain 
with a hundred different jets, and 
we need them all. 


OW, everything in life is de- 
signed for a purpose. A ther- 
mometer is made to register temper- 
atures; a lawnmower to cut grass; 
but a mother’s heart must have been 
made by God for sacrifice. In each 
pilgrimage to the altar of mother- 
hood, she leaves upon it something 
of her youth and beauty. However, 
there are compensations. Perhaps 
she is not now the radiant figure that 
once walked down the wedding aisle. 
But she sees that flowerlike grace liv- 
ing again in youthful Irene. Perhaps 
at the end of the day her eyes are 
dull and workweary. But she sees her 
own youth dancing again in Davy’s 
merry eyes. 


There is comfort too, in the way 
they depend on her, like the little 
girl who was skipping along at her 
mother’s side and suddenly tripped 
on a stone and then got up and said, 
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“Mommy, why don’t you look where 
I’m going?” There is humor in their 
childish subterfuges, like the little lad 
who said, “Mom, if this house was 
burning down, you know who Id 
save first? Yes, if this room were 
blazing, I’d rush in and save you! ... 
Mom, kin I have a dime?” 


There is immeasurable and un- 
speakable sorrow in their early 
death, like a flower torn up from its 
roots in the mother’s heart; like that 
little first-grader who came running 
home from school on St. Valentine’s 
Day with a valentine in his hand. He 
had colored the red heart himself 
and he was so anxious to get home, 
he didn’t see the oncoming car. When 
they brought him home, the heart 
was even a brighter red, but you 
could still read the scrawled title: 
“To Mom.” When the bony fingers 
of death knock at a family’s door, 
nobody feels — nobody can feel — 
the loss like mother. She is losing 
something of herself. 


But, praise God, most children 
live; only as we grow up, our moth- 
er grows old. As we grow stronger, 
she grows weaker. She has brought 
us safely to maturity and now her life 
begins to slow down like a plane’s 
propeller, revolving faintly before it 
finally stops. But then, when the 
snow of years and work and worry 
has whitened her hair, and perhaps 
has melted in tears through the deep 
lines on her loving face, and when 
her soul is a little weary of living and 
a bit homesick after heaven — surely 
we cannot look to her for help then! 
Then it is up to us to help her, to 
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take her arm as she walks down the 
descending slope of life toward the 
sunset, and never leave her aban- 
doned and alone! 


. one day mother dies and we 
are alone. Yet who will say that 
we do not need a mother still? Don’t 
we need a mother even more in the 
strong and headstrong days of man- 
hood and womanhood, than we did 
in the faltering footsteps of child- 
hood? Because now it may be a ques- 
tion not of breaking windows but of 
breaking commandments; not of fall- 
ing in a puddle with a clean white 
suit, but of sprawling a clean soul in 
the mud puddle of impurity; not of 
running home with a skinned knee, 
but of crawling home with a broken 
heart; not of fearing a whipping from 
an angry father, but of facing the 
judgment of an angry Lord. But God 
knows we still need a mother! God 
knows? God knew; and so, dying on 
the cross, He gave us His own: 
“Son, behold thy mother!” 


In her, in Mary, we always have a 
mother. Only slip off the years like 
a worn and soiled cloak and kneel 
at her knee like a child. Whisper to 
her all those troubles of adult life 
that nobody sees and nobody knows 
and nobody even suspects. Lift up 
your face, and even if it is dirty with 
sin, she will look behind the dirt and 
see only the child she loves! 





Before you blow a fuse at any- 
one’s faults, take time to count ten 
— ten of your own. 

Franciscan Message 
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Best Selling Pamphlets 


N interesting insight into 

what sort of Catholic liter- 
ature people are reading may be 
gathered from an analysis of the 
numbers of pamphlets that have 
been distributed by LIGUORI- 
AN PAMPHLETS, an adjunct of 
the teaching apostolate of THE 
LIGUORIAN magazine. THE 
LIGUORIAN itself has been pub- 
lished since 1913, and now has 
over 300,000 subscribers. LI- 
GUORIAN PAMPHLETS, how- 
ever, has been a specialized activ- 
ity of the Redemptorist Fathers 
at Liguori, Missouri, only since 
1947. In that comparatively brief 
time, this department has publish- 
ed over 400 titles of booklets, 
pamphlets and leaflets. Starting 
out on a small scale, it has grown 
year by year, until, over the past 
few years, the average number of 
pamphlets sent out yearly on or- 
der or request has been between 
five and six million. Over the 12 
years of its existence, LIGUORI- 
AN PAMPHLETS has mailed 
out over 30,000,000 pieces of lit- 
erature in response to demands 
from all over the world. We be- 
lieve that there is something to be 
learned from what have proved 
to be best sellers on the list, just 
as in the field of secular literature 
best seller lists are frequently 
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By the Bystander 





published as a guide both for pub- 
lishers and readers. 
1, 


OME LIGUORIAN pamph- 
lets achieve a vast distribu- 
tion because pastors, school princ- 
ipals, or heads of organizations 
recognize them to be a great aid 
in the work they are doing, and 
for that reason buy them in large 
quantities and distribute them to 
all whose lives are affected by the 
instruction they give. The most 
impressive titles in this class, from 
the point of view of numbers dis- 
tributed, have been the following: 
(The prices quoted are subject to 
discounts as high as 35 per cent 
for large quantities. ) 


1. Rules for Schooling (5 cents), 
a guide for helping parents to 
maintain the right relationship 
with the school to which they send 
their children, and a right atti- 
tude toward the children’s activ- 
ities at school. Over 900,000 cop- 
ies of this pamphlet have been 
placed in the hands of readers. 


2. How To Be a Good Parish- 
ioner (10 cents), a guide to Cath- 
olics’ rights and duties as mem- 
bers of a parish. Over 600,000 
copies of this pamphlet have gone 
into circulation. 
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3. The Way of the Cross for 
Congregational Use, text by St. 
Alphonsus Liguori, (10 cents), 
used especially for the public way 
of the cross in parishes during 
Lent. Over 500,000 copies are in 
use. 


4. How Much Should I Give in 
the Sunday Collection? (10 cents), 
which explains the reasons for 
contributing to one’s parish, the 
method to be used, and the 
amount that should be given. This 
pamphlet is less than a year old, 
yet 450,000 copies have been or- 
dered in that short time. 


5. How To Be a Practical Cath- 
olic (10 cents), of which more 
than 250,000 copies are in the 
hands of readers. 


6. Ten Reasons for Making a 
Retreat (5 cents), used by lay re- 
treat leagues and promoters to 
overcome objections to closed re- 
treats. Over 150,000 copies have 
been mailed out. 


7. May Catholics Join the 
Y.M.C.A.? (5 cents), an historical 
and factual presentation of the 
origin and aims of the Y.M.C.A. 
Over 240,000 copies have been 
distributed. 

2. 


second category of pamph- 

lets that has won a wide 
distribution is that which offers 
instruction on problems of mar- 
riage and preparation for mar- 
riage. Some of these pamphlets are 
used by study clubs, Cana groups, 
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and sodalities, but most of them 
are purchased singly from pamph- 
let racks by individuals. The fol- 
lowing have been the best sellers 
in this field. 

How To Say No to Boy Friends 
(5 cents), over 200,000 

How To Behave with Girl 
Friends (5 cents), over 200,000 

Cradle Courtship (5 cents), 
over 200,000 

When Is Company Keeping 
Lawful and Prudent? (10 cents), 
over 175,000 

Why Is Birth Control Wrong? 
(10 cents), over 175,000 

Ten Signs of Love in Marriage 
(10 cents), over 150,000 

For Wives and Husbands Only 
(25 cents), over 150,000 

Can Mixed Marriages Be Hap- 
py? (10 cents) over 150,000 


In this same class are many oth- 
er pamphlets, some published 
within the last few years, that 
reach a sale of at least 25,000 
every year. Among them are: Pro- 
gram for Catholics in a Mixed 
Marriage (10 cents); Questions 
Young Men and Women Ask be- 
fore Marriage (25 cents); How 
To Face the Problems of Married 
Life (25 cents); Rights. and 
Wrongs in Marriage (25 cents); 
Meditation before Marriage (10 
cents.) 

3. 


THIRD class of LIGUORI- 
AN pamphlets that, surpris- 
ingly, are constantly in demand 
are those that have been publish- 
ed for children and teen-agers. 
Here again, in some cases, school 
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principals and teachers buy them 
in large quantities and distribute 
them, though we surmise that just 
as many are picked up by the 
youngsters themselves. All the fol- 
lowing titles have passed the 100,- 
000 mark, and many of them are 
closer to 200,000 in sales. 
Examination of Conscience for 
Grade School Children 
Examination of Conscience for 
Teen-agers 
Teen-agers and Dating 
Teen-agers and Drinking 
Teen-agers and Kissing 
Teen-agers and Parents 
Teen-agers and Sex 
4 


FINAL class of pamphlets 
for which there is a con- 

stant demand is made up of those 
which explain Catholic doctrine 
and help individuals to live good 
Christian lives. These may be di- 
vided into those which cover a 
great deal of instructional ground, 
and those which concentrate on 
explaining a particular topic. 

Among the former, the follow- 
ing 25 cent bookiets are all in the 
neighborhood of the 200,000 sales 
category. 

Examination of Conscience for 
Adults 

How To Explain What You 
Believe as a Catholic 

Answers to Favorite Questions 
of Non-Catholics 

How To Explain What You 
Do as a Catholic 

How To Get More out of Your 
Religion 

In the latter class, the following 
are the titles that have attracted 
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the most readers in the few years 
they have been published. 

How To Make a Good Confes- 
sion 

How To Receive Holy Com- 
munion Frequently 

How To Recognize a Vocation 

How To Conquer the Most 
Common Sin of Impurity 

How To Control Your Passions 

How To Be a Praying Family 

5 


TEMS that have not been 
mentioned in any of the above 
listings are works written by St. 
Alphonsus Liguori and either 
published or handled by LI- 
GUORIAN PAMPHLETS.At the 
top of this list is the LIGUORI- 
AN pamphlet edition of the Visits 
to the Blessed Sacrament and the 
Blessed Virgin, of which over 
250,000 copies have been added 
to the billions that have been al- 
ready circulated in almost all 
languages of the world. Ten full 
length volumes of St. Alphonsus’ 
spiritual works, such as The Way 
of Salvation and Perfection, Prep- 
aration for Death, and The Glo- 
ries of Mary, also continue to have 
a steady sale at a moderate price. 
Comparatively few of the 400 
titles published by LIGUORIAN 
PAMPHLETS have been named 
here. Many others have a steady, 
if not phenomenal appeal to 
Catholics and non-Catholics, who 
like to find in short pungent 
treatises means of instruction and 
inspiration. Any inquiries on 
these pamphlets should be ad- 
dressed to: Liguorian Pamphlets, 
Liguori, Missouri. 
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Problems of Single People 


Aspiring to Contemplation 
Donald F. Miller, C.SS.R. 


ROBLEM: At 16, I felt a strong 
P call to the religious life and 
planned to enter an active order of 
sisters after graduation. When the time 
came, however, my father absolutely 
refused to let me enter, and the superi- 
or backed him up by saying I was too 
young, too immature, and _ without 
signs of a vocation. Thereupon I went 
to a university for two years, hoping to 
enter the convent later. During that 
time I underwent a change and felt 
called to the contemplative life rather 
than the active. I entered into corre- 
spondence with the nearest Carmelite 
cloister, only to be told by the prioress 
after some time that I was not called 
to that life. I was crushed and de- 
pressed and upset. I fell into sin, but 
with God’s help I arose and resumed 
my spiritual life. I find it almost im- 
possible in the world to lead the deep 
spiritual life for which my soul craves. 
I love God passionately and want to go 
all the way for Him. Now at 23, I am 
engaged to a good Catholic boy who 
shares my ideals. Nevertheless I feel 
that God will always be my first love, 
and that I will never be able to give 
my whole heart to a human being. I 
love children and admire the vocation 
of motherhood, but I do not feel called 
to that way of life. Is it God’s will for 
me? That is what you must tell me. 


OLUTION: There is a point to be 
made here that is of value and 
necessity for every single person who 
ever thinks that she (or he) is being 
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CP 
called to the religious life, active or 
contemplative. The point is this, that 
the first person who should pass judg- 
ment on the authenticity of the desire 
as the sign of a special vocation is a 
priest-director. It is a great mistake for 
anyone, young, middle-aged or old, to 
seek admission to a convent, or even 
to interpret desires in that direction, 
without first choosing a confessor who 
will at the same time be a director, go- 
ing to him regularly over a period of 
months, and then submitting to his 
judgment the apparent signs of a vo- 
cation. There have been very few can- 
didates for the religious life who made 
the grade without first revealing their 
souls, their temperaments, their faults 
and leanings to a wise private director. 
In some circumstances it may be dif- 
ficult to find such a director; but it is 
far less difficult in any case to do this 
than it is to make a wise decision to 
enter a convent without the backing of 
any spiritual director. 


In the case before us, there is no 
mention at all of having the approval 
of even a confessor for following the 
bent toward religious life. Maybe this 
lack had something to do with the re- 
fusal of two superiors of convents to 
accept this applicant for admission. 

There is one other point that must 
be made for the guidance of all in sim- 
ilar situations. If wise counsel reveals 
that marriage is the vocation of this 
person rather than the religious life, 
this will not mean that a choice must 
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be made between “loving God with her 
whole heart” and “giving all her love 
to her husband.” Married people are 
still called upon to love God with their 
whole hearts, and to love their spouses 
in and for God. Moreover there are 
still open to them opportunities and 
invitations to grow in prayer, even in- 
deed into the ways of contemplation. 


They cannot make the supreme sacri- 
fice involved in a vow of chastity (un- 
less later on both agree to it whole- 
heartedly for the love of God), but 
they can perfect themselves in God’s 
love even to the point of becoming 
saints. Toward this end we urge our 
correspondent, even if a confessor de- 
cides that marriage is her vocation. 





JOY IS AN ARMOR 


Do not complain of being afflicted; think that you are in the company 
of Jesus, that by affliction you efface your crimes and acquire great merit. 
What must be feared is to offend the Lord. Except for that, neither afflic- 
tion, nor the attacks of the enemy will be able to sadden a truly wise 
soul. If you cast a spark into the ocean, is it not immediately extinguished? 
So it is with suffering; though it be excessive, when it encounters a pure 
conscience, it is dissipated and vanishes forthwith. This is why St. Paul 
did not cease to rejoice, because he had trust in God; and he was not 
even conscious of his cruel trials. He was a man and he suffered, but 
without letting himself be cast down. . . . Surrounded daily by a cloud 
of trials, he rejoiced and trembled as in a delightful garden. He who 
possesses such joy will not suffer himself to be trespassed upon by any 
pain, while, on the other hand, he who does not possess it is accessible 
to pain of every kind. Joy according to God is stronger than any armor; 
nothing can cast it into discouragement and disappointment; it endures 
all with generosity. 


St. John Chrysostom 
@ 


HARD WINTER FOR A SAINT 


It is in coming back from the very gates of death that I write you 
these lines. . . . The winter, having been more rigorous than usual, occa- 
sioned me more painful distress in the stomach, and I have spent these 
two months in a state which was no more agreeable than that of a 
corpse, and was indeed more painful. I was just enough alive to be 
conscious of the ills that everywhere surrounded me; all was night for 
me — the day, the dawn, full noon — and I lived nailed to my bed. 
I tried a thousand means but did not succeed in freeing myself from 
the trouble caused by the cold. And yet I lit fires, I endured suffocating 
smoke, I buried myself in a single room, I had many cloaks, I did not 
dare to set foot outdoors, I suffered the greatest pains, with incessant 
vomiting, headaches, loss of appetite, constant sleeplessness. . . . But as 
soon as spring came and there was the least change in the temperature 
everything disappeared of its own accord. 

St. John Chrysostom 
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In which readers are invited to express their minds on articles and opinions pub- 
lished in The Liguorian. Letters must be signed and full address of the writer 
must be given, though city and name will be withheld from publication on request. 


Conflicting Opinions 

I have been an avid reader of THE 
LIGUORIAN for a long time. The arti- 
cle in the February issue — Did Christ 
Laugh? — shocked me to my very 
soul. How can anyone, more so a 
priest, put Christ on the level of a coun- 
ty fair magician, or a stand-up comedi- 
an. So He laughed when He suspended 
the natural laws which He made, while 
He gave hearing to the deaf, sight to the 
blind, and made the lame walk and the 
dead to rise from the grave? I think it 
is terrible advice to say not to take 
Christ too seriously. Do you realize 
how many teen-agers, converts and 
non-Catholics read this? If we don’t 
take Christ seriously, what is there left 
for us? So we can go a step further and 
say not to take Christ too seriously in 
His admonitions and laws, etc., for af- 
ter all, He probably laughed when He 
said these things! If I misunderstood 
the article (how could I?) how many 
others did also? Certainly, Christ had a 
human side with all its troubles, plus 
the salvation of the world. So He 
should laugh? Oh, yes, He smiled that 
glorious, soft smile, with the light of 
heaven in His eyes. Wasn’t that enough? 
Mich. Mrs. C. D. 
© We do sincerely believe that Mrs. C. 
D. misunderstood the article, at least to 
the extent that she judged us guilty of 
making light of the person of Christ or 
His dignity. Conflicting opinions and 
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reactions were expressed in the letters 
we received about this article in the 
February issue. We publish some of 
these letters — for and against — to 
show that the article evoked not only 
criticism, but also sincere commenda- 
tion and understanding 
The editors 
e 

It was an unexpected pleasure and 
experience to read the February article, 
Did Christ Laugh? As a convert and 
previously staunch Lutheran, I was 
thoroughly convinced of the solemn- 
ness and seriousness of Christianity. 1 
had been taught about the just, jealous 
and angered God so deeply that in fol- 
lowing this example I had become a 
hardened type of soul. Never have I 
read or heard or thought of the hu- 
morous Christ. Humor to me was flip- 
pant and foppish (as I knew it). If 
more articles on such a subject would 
be written perhaps a practice of honest 
humor could be developed by those 
who are bogged down by the heaviness 
of the pressing things in life. Thank 
you for this article! And please keep 
up the good work. Also, please pray 
for me — for a sense of humor! 

Wis. Mrs. J. E. C. 
@ 

In a word, I thought most of the arti- 
cle — Did Christ Laugh? — utterly 
ridiculous. This letter may not be print- 
ed, but I felt a sort of “moral obliga- 
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tion” to write it. Whether our Lord 
really did laugh or not, I don’t know; 
but from the author’s presentation, I 
don’t think he does either. Gospel 
scenes of a serious nature, solemn oc- 
casions of miracles, were twisted into 
weird travesties in order to convince the 
reader of a preconceived notion that 
He did. I have read some studies on 
this question, but the writer’s effort 
was assuredly not a “study.” It was a 
frivolous, psychological picture of Him 
Whom we worship as our Saviour and 
cur God. I am not against humor in 
Christ — but His humor (if, indeed, 
there was such) was of quite a differ- 
ent sort from our modern conception 
of it. 


New York R. W. 


The article — Did Christ Laugh? — 
in the February issue might just as well 
have been published in MAD maga- 
zine. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


H. V. S. 


That a consecrated priest can write 
cf our Lord with such poetic acumen 
(Did Christ Laugh?) is a happy re- 
minder that of all so-called Christians, 
only Catholics can dare to be religious 
and funny at the same time. The writ- 
er’s inspired wit does much to deepen 
the awareness of all who would con- 
template the Man-God. This aptly 
proves the message in a Sunday Gospel 
and Epistle which we read just recently. 
To see this, you have to place the quo- 
tation from the Epistle first and then 
the quotation from the Gospel. “For 
there will come a time when they will 
not endure the sound doctrine; but ... 
will heap up to themselves teachers ac- 
cording to their own lusts.” “You are 
the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
loses its strength, what shall it be salted 
with?” If you will forgive my ex-Prot- 
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estant propensity for private interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, I will venture that 
those who will not endure sound doc- 
trine have heaped to themselves teach- 
ers who have lost the ability to laugh, 
because their spiritual food is not pre- 
served with saltpeter. 
‘Wash. Mrs. V. F. H. 
e 

I have just finished reading the arti- 
cle, Did Christ Laugh? No doubt, you 
will receive many comments on this 
article, especially if there are many more 
like myself who had never read or 
heard of such an approach to Christ 
and His miracles. So I must send along 
my thoughts. As I closed the magazine 
and took my last sip of morning cof- 
fee, I felt a warmth and closeness to 
Christ like I have never felt before. To 
think that He could also share all the 
funny little things that happened to me 
during the day, as well as all the prob- 
lems and frustrations that come along 
with the hours! Lately I have been try- 
ing to confide in and talk softly to the 
Lord when things get difficult, instead 
cf complaining to someone else or nag- 
ging at my husband or indulging myself 
in self-pity. This was a practice recom- 
mended by one of your readers in the 
letters section, and I have found it so 
rewarding. Now I can also think of 
Christ when the funny little things hap- 
pen. I look at my two-year-old who is 
so very cute, just learning to express 
herself and constantly saying something 
funny. I look at her and think she must 
make Him smile too. When the chil- 
dren please us by some special act of 
good behavior, after weeks of hound- 
ing from us, our Lord must be pleased 
too. He must smile and feel love for 
them just as we do. I feel guilty now 
that I realize that I have not shared 
these moments with Him before. So 
thank you very much for another arti- 
cle that has been such a great help! 


37 





God bless you and all your work — 
and I am sure He is blessing you be- 
cause you are doing such a good job. 


Mass. Mrs. J. R. 


Information Wanted 

I have been reading THE LIGUORI- 
AN since the articles for single adults 
began to be published. I have usually 
found the magazine in the Newman 
Club book rack, but I have decided to 
subscribe so that you will know that 
single Catholics are interested in these 
articles. I have compiled a list of arti- 
cles indexed in the Catholic Periodical 
Index under the headings of “Spinsters,” 
and “Single Life,” and I have found 
about thirty articles, or an average of 
about one article per year since 1928. 
By this time, THE LIGUORIAN prob- 
ably has published more articles for 
single Catholic adults than any other 
Catholic periodical listed in the Index 
of periodicals. I wish to express my ap- 
preciation to the writers and editors of 
your publication for these helpful arti- 
cles. Perhaps as a way of helping them- 
selves and other single people, Catholic 
adults might organize city-wide groups 
to sponsor retreats, days of recollection, 
symposiums, workshops, etc., particular- 
ly planned for the single Catholic over 
25 or 30. I know that as a resident of 
a suburb, where I suspect I am the 
only single person over 30, I cannot 
expect the missions, classes and other 
activities to be planned around my 
problems. I think that it is necessary 
to plan such events on an area basis, 
and that single people should be active 
in helping to establish such organiza- 
tions. Information about such groups 
now actively established, procedures in 
getting organized, need of church ap- 
proval for official status, etc., will be 
very welcome to me and to many oth- 
ers, I am sure. 
Mich. 
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© Several years ago we published let- 
ters from members of groups organized 
jor the purposes mentioned in the 
above letter. Many more such groups 
have probably been established since 
then. We should like to have all pos- 
sible information — name, address, 
purpose, outline of program of activ- 
ities, etc., — from ALL such groups, 
including new groups as well as those 
who have previously written to us. We 
shall then publish a list of these groups 
tor single persons and their addresses. 
The editors 


One of Many 

I cannot allow this opportunity (while 
I am sending you my membership in 
your pamphlet club) to pass without a 
sincere word of thanks for THE LI- 
GUORIAN. It came into my life when 
we discovered that our fourth child, at 
two months, was blind. Also within its 
covers I found the “reason why” plus 
the strength and resignation to bear up 
when our sixth child was born with a 
cardiac involvement and when after 
ten weeks of struggling, God in His 
wisdom took her to Himself. Without 
your articles on birth-control I surely 
would have succumbed, never realizing 
how greatly I might have sinned. We 
now have five lovely children; and if 
ever again I shall be tempted, your 
magazine will help again to keep me 
straight on the narrow road. Thank 
you, again, for bringing new meaning 
to my life. 
N. N. N. N. 
Another 

We cannot let the months go by 
without your magazine. I have no com- 
plaints about it in any way. We think 
it the best Catholic magazine published. 
But of course we may be prejudiced 
since we love Redemptorists. A dear 
Canadian Redemptorist is responsible 
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(along with the grace of God) for 
bringing my husband and me back 
from that “birth-control pit” so many 
Catholics fall into. If he had not bang- 
ed on our kitchen table six years ago 
and told us what was what, we would 
not have three wonderful boys and two 
nice little girls. We pray that God will 
call some (or all!) of our boys to be 
priests. Since we have been on both 
sides of the argument for and against 
birth-control, may we say from experi- 
ence that there is no happiness or con- 
tentment found in birth-control as an 
answer to your problems? We pray for 
all of you. 

Calif. C. F. 


School Uniforms 


I am a convert of six years. To me 
the greatest advantage (obviously, oth- 
er than spiritual!) in being a Catholic 
is the opportunity of sending my six 
children to Catholic schools. In return 
for this privilege I am more than ready 
to conform to any rules or regulations 
that are established. The question of 
uniforms for the grade school was 
brought up at the PTA last year, and a 
battle raged bitterly for some months. 
Then the question was dropped. The 
only argument I heard against uniforms 
was that “the Church is trying to de- 
stroy the children’s individuality.” My 
own answer to this argument was that 
we have five priests in our parish. They 
have the same environment, eat the 
same food, wear the same kind of 
clothes, yet they are certainly and de- 
cidedly INDIVIDUALS. They can be 
endearing or irritating, understanding 
or inflexible, comforting or confused. 
My question is this: why can’t the pas- 
tor or the school principal, or both, just 
say that uniforms are to be worn? Need 
this be a question to be decided by the 
parents? As a Protestant in a very large 
city, I always envied the Catholic girls 
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their trim, neat appearance and their 
seeming solidarity. I wonder if I am 
wrong in wanting my girls to have this 
same advantage and to be able to ac- 
cept honestly and humbly the fact that 
they are like everyone else. 

N. N. N.N. 
® This letter is published as a sort of 
warm-up Session for the publication of 
an article in THE LIGUORIAN on the 
question of school uniforms. The arti- 
cle is now being prepared and will be 
published within the next few months. 

The editors 


More about Suicides 

Here we go again! You talk (in your 
Readers Retort on suicides, February, 
1960, LIGUORIAN) as though people 
who commit suicide have minds as 
clear as bells and yet take their own 
lives. That is preposterous. Most of 
these people suffer no end of misery 
before they attempt it. Where is your 
charity and compassion? I have seen 
in the paper where some nuns have 
committed suicide when they had a 
nervous breakdown. I'll wager most peo- 
ple who had a nervous breakdown will 
attempt suicide. I know this firsthand, 
having prayed for sixteen years for re- 
lief but to not much avail. 
Missouri N.N. 
© We have just read again the letter 
(and comment) referred to above, and 
we can find no statement or implication 
that people with minds clear as bells 
take their own lives. Also, in the article 
on suicides, which appeared in the No- 
vember, 1959, issue, we can find no 
assumption on the writer’s part that sui- 
cide is ordinarily attempted by healthy 
people. In that article it was pointed 
out that, in a study of suicides in one 
area of the country, it was found that 
over 90 percent of the persons who 
took their own life had given grave 
signs of mental illness beforehand. We 
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shall add our prayers to our corre- 
spondent’s for her peace of mind. 
The editors 


Check! 

One last word on Sunday collections! 
Throughout your article and the subse- 
quent discussion, not one mention was 
made of our old friend, the tax collec- 
tor. Deducting church contributions is, 
of course, perfectly legitimate. How- 
ever, anyone who has ever been called 
down to the local internal revenue of- 
fice knows the reaction to claims of 
substantial cash contributions. The solu- 
tion would be to make all such contri- 
butions by check. There may be two 
objections. 1. “I don’t have a checking 
account.” Answer: you can at least buy 
bank checks and keep the receipts for 
tax purposes. 2. “You mean, write a 
check every Sunday?” Not necessarily. 
Why not write one check a month, cov- 
ering all your obligations for that 
month? Would it be embarrassing to 
ignore the collection basket except on 
the one Sunday when the whole month’s 
contribution is made? If it would, let 
the parish have tickets printed which a 
person could drop into the basket in 
’ lieu of an offering every Sunday. Thus 
if he made out one check for $20 for 
the four Sundays of a month, he could 
drop in a ticket for $5 each Sunday. 
In any case, if parishioners were more 
aware of the fact that, if they have 
proof of church contributions, these are 
deductible, they would be more gen- 
erous. 


New York J. G. S. 


© Not a bad idea! But the process could 
be more simplified. If a month’s contri- 
bution were made by any parishioner 
on the first Sunday by check, we doubt 
that any pastor would object to the per- 
son’s putting an empty envelope into 
the collection basket on the other Sun- 
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days, with the amount allocated to that 
Sunday written on the outside of the 
envelope. 

The editors 


Rare Bird! 

I am a convert. This month I begin 
my studies for the sacred priesthood. I 
am one of those rare birds — a Finnish 
Catholic. Getting people to pray for 
the work of the small but vigorous 
Catholic Church in Finland is one of 
my pet projects. I wonder how many 
people realize the great power of pray- 
er. If only every one of your readers 
would choose to say a single Hail 
Mary a day for the conversion of Fin- 
land, I think that the work of “gather- 
ing in” the Finns would come much 
easier. Please remember Finland in 
your prayers. 


Soudan, Minn. F. G. P. 


Kind Words 

My feelings for your magazine are 
summed up in a statement a friend 
made the other day. She said to me, 
“If I were limited to reading only one 
publication, I would choose THE LI- 
GUORIAN.” 


Lexington, Ky. P. H. 


I write to express my deepest ad- 
miration for your unique contribution 
to the Catholic people through your 
magazine. It is a positive tonic to come 
upon an incisive, outspoken periodical 
concerned only with the deepest and 
most fundamental values of the Amer- 
ican Catholic. If I may clear my throat 
and rise to the poetic: you are a rock 
of earnest conviction and high purpose 
surrounded by a sea of half-truths, fri- 
volity, positive corruption — all spill- 
ing out from a great deal of the read- 
ing matter of this nation. 
Woodside, L. I., N. Y. 


W. B. 
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READERS 


Old Testament Cruelty 


UESTION: I have been reading 

the Old Testament quite careful- 

ly, and I find it difficult to understand 

the seeming cruelty and bloodthirstiness 

of the chosen people. In their wars they 

thought nothing of wiping out whole 

cities including even the animals. And 

sometimes they did this under God’s 

command. How could such things 
happen? 


NSWER: It is indeed true that 
when one reads the Old Testa- 
ment for the first time, the God Who 
is presented there seems to be severe 
and harsh. Moreover, the chosen peo- 
ple in the Old Testament seem to have 
been as bad as their pagan neighbors 
in the ruthlessness with which they car- 
ried on their wars. Of course, one 
might question at the outset whether 
it was more ruthless in ancient times 
to put a whole city to the sword, than it 
is in the modern era to destroy a city 
with atom bombs. In respect to the 
wholesale taking of life, at the time of 
war, Civilization does not seem to have 
advanced very far in 4000 years. 


As Father John McKenzie, S.J., ex- 
presses it in his book, The Two Edged 
Sword, “The Hebrews were children 
of their time, and they practiced the 
art of war as it was practiced in the 
ancient world. Such episodes as the 
sack of Jericho can be duplicated doz- 
ens of times from the ancient records; 
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ASK 


C) Louis G. Miller, C.SS.R. 


and it is not seemly for a world which 
has evolved the concept of total war 
to point the finger at Joshua and his 
Hebrews.” 

It must be remembered that these 
ancient writers were presenting God 
as He appeared to them; their image 
of God was necessarily colored by their 
own attitude toward life and the ac- 
cepted standards of their times. The 
covenant God made with Israel did not 
immediately ennoble and _ transform 
them and make them all saints. They 
were children of their times, and as 
such God appeared to them as a God 
of justice and severity, symbolized by 
His appearing to Moses amid thunder 
and lightning on Mount Sinai. When 
after many centuries the pride of man- 
kind was brought low, and man real- 
ized his own emptiness and his need 
of God, then Christ came on earth to 
manifest the divine love and mercy. 


Another point should be mentioned. 
It was supremely necessary for the 
chosen people in Old Testament times 
to retain their worship of the one true 
God. All around them were peoples 
sunk into the basest idolatry. Had the 
Israelites mixed freely with and inter- 
married with these other peoples, they 
would quickly have lost their faith. 
Even as it was, they had to be con- 
stantly warned by the prophets and 
punished for infidelity. 

Because it was necessary that they 
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preserve their belief, God gave them 
victory in many battles, and told them 
to put all the conquered people to the 
sword, lest by assimilating them, they 
become infected with their idolatrous 
practices. This does not mean that the 
people killed were necessarily lost in 





eternity. Each one of them had his 
own chance to merit heaven, and no 
doubt many of them did. To be killed 
is not the worst kind of cruelty in the 
world; only the atheist regards it as 
such, cheerlessly confined as he is to 
the horizons of this life. 





NEGRO PRIESTS 


A recent note in St. Augustine’s Catholic Messenger provides some 
interesting figures on the number of United States Negro priests. As of 
June, 1959, there were 91 of them, 78 engaged in priestly work at home, 
and 13 in foreign lands. Of the 91 Negro priests, 31 are members of 
the Divine Word Missionaries, who for many years have done yeoman 
work in the Negro areas of the South. Of the remaining 60 Negro priests, 
30 belong to religious orders and congregations and 30 are diocesan 
priests. One of the Negro priests is a bishop, Most Rev. Joseph O. 
Bowers, S.V.D., D.D., J.C.L., bishop of Accra, Ghana, West Africa. 
Since 1950 the number of United States Negro priests has increased from 
37 to 91, which is certainly an encouraging sign of progress in this im- 


portant area. 


KIN TO PONTIUS PILATE 


There are Christians who act much as Pilate did. They wish to be 
Christians and not to be Christians. They wish to hold with God but 
not to break with the sinful and wicked world. They wish to be saved, 
but they do not wish to abandon grievous sin. They wish to pass for 
good members of the Church, but under the pretext, or plea, of enlighten- 
ment, they foster all sorts of false doctrine. They would lead an interior 
life, but wish to remain attached to worldly vanities and sensual pleas- 
ures. What the prophet Elias once said to the adherents of the priests 
of Baal, may also be addressed to these vacillating Christians: “How 
long do you halt between two sides?” How long do you endeavor to 
build a bridge over the immense chasm that separates two irreconcilable 
opposites? Either Christ or Barabbas. No other choice remains. He who 
does not with the fullest determination side with Christ, that very mo- 
ment belongs to the enemies of Christ. The sentence pronounced by 
Pilate was, it is true, a heinous crime; but the vacillation of certain 
Christians is still less to be excused. The Roman governor was a heathen 
and had no knowledge of Jesus and His doctrine. The Christian, how- 
ever knows his Saviour and knows what he owes to that Saviour. 





Love of the Crucified 
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Feature Letter 


I Wanted To 


Stop Living! 


Dear Father: 

I want to thank you for the article, 
What Kind of People Commit Sui- 
cide? This article appeared some 
months ago in THE LIGUORIAN. 
It is very comforting to know that 
someone is trying to understand these 
unfortunate people instead of con- 
demning them. 

At one time I, too, wanted to stop 
living. 

Why did I want to stop living? 

I think it was because I was an 
unwanted child, to begin with. I felt 
that I had intruded into my parents’ 
lives when they had everything ar- 
ranged just the way they wanted it 
— and I didn’t fit into the pattern. 
Mother couldn’t do the things she 
wanted to do because of me. When- 
ever she was angry, she would scold 
me and say, “I’ve sacrificed my life 
for you, you ungrateful child, and 
what good has it done?” 

I spent 39 years trying to prove 
to my mother that I loved her, but I 
failed. No matter how hard I tried 
to be good, it was never quite good 
enough to please her. 

Mother had suffered a nervous 
breakdown when I was four years 
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old, and after that she was emotion- 
ally ill; but since she refused to have 
a doctor during all those years I was 
with her, I did not realize what was 
wrong with her. I only felt that she 
was terribly disappointed in me be- 
cause I was unable to repay her for 
her ruined life. 

Eventually I married a wonderful 
man, who was like a kind and under- 
standing father to me; but I must 
have transferred my feelings for my 
mother to him, because, when I be- 
came ill, I felt that I was only mess- 
ing up his life too. It was more than 
I could bear. I had tried to retreat 
from everything, until finally there 
was no place left for me to go. I felt 
that the universe was complete with- 
out me — there was no place for me 
on earth, in heaven or in hell. There 
was nothing left for me but oblivion 
— to be blotted out as though I had 
never existed. I felt that the world 
would be better off without me. 

I became ill and had to undergo 
an operation. Returning to conscious- 
ness after the operation, which I had 
hoped would end my life, I heard a 
nurse say that I did not want to wake 
up. My husband did not scold me. 
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(I think I would have died, if he 
had.) Instead, he kept on telling me 
that I must go on living because he 
wanted me. 

That fact saved my life. I could 
not possibly see why he wanted me, 
but because he did, I felt that I had 
to go on living even when I didn’t 
want to — and didn’t know how. 


When I was able, I began attend- 
ing various Protestant churches, but 
I repeatedly heard the words, “Jesus 
sacrificed His life for you.” This was 
too much for me to take. It sounded 
just like mother’s accusations, blam- 
ing me for something which I couldn’t 
help. I hadn’t wanted mother to sac- 
rifice her life for me, and I didn’t 
want Jesus to have sacrificed His 
life for me either. He had died 1900 
years before I was born. How could 
I be to blame for that? If I could 
have had my way, I would have 
pulled Him down from the cross and 
not let Him die. 


Finally I quit going to church. But 
I had heard rumors that the Catho- 
lic priests told Catholics how they 
must live. This appealed to me. I felt 
that I needed someone to show me 
how to live properly; so I contacted 
a priest and began to take instruc- 
tions. But once again I found myself 
face to face with the crucifix. Jesus 
dying on the cross, because of some 
unknown fault of mine seemed to be 
a favorite theme. 

However, studying the catechism 
and meditating helped me to under- 
stand the difference between Jesus 
and my mother. I could see that Jesus 
had wanted to die in order to prove 
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His love for me and to help me, but 
mother had been “sacrificing her life 
for me” unwillingly, as an unpleasant 
duty, one which she wished she could 
have avoided somehow. 

When I realized that Jesus had 
wanted to die because this would be 
a help for me, I was filled with won- 
derment. 

“But how could You possibly love 
such a horribly mixed-up mess as I 
am?” I asked. 

The answer came back to me: “I 
love you because I created you — 
and you are Mine.” 


This was the first time that I had 
ever felt that I really belonged to 
anyone or anything. Then I realized 
that Jesus did not make mistakes and 
have things happen accidentally. He 
must have wanted me to be born, or 
He never would have created me in 
the first place. And if He wanted me 
to be born, He intended for me to 
have a place in life and a purpose 
for living. 

Gazing at the crucifix with new 
understanding, I said, “You have 
done so much for me. What can I do 
for You in return?” 

And the answer was: “If you love 
Me, keep My commandments.” 


Suddenly everything became plain 
to me. I had been trying all my life 
to please mother and dad, but it had 
ended only in failure. I had, in effect, 
been trying to keep their command- 
ments instead of trying to keep God’s 
commandments. I had been trying to 
be the kind of person I thought they 
wanted me to be instead of being the 
kind of person God wanted me to be. 
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I had been trying to live the kind of 
life that I thought they wanted me to 
live, instead of living the way God 
wanted me to live. In short, I had 
been looking to them instead of God 
— and everything had gone wrong. 


When I realized this and tried to 
consider God’s commandments first, 
everything straightened out, and I 
had the wonderfully secure feeling 
that everything was as it should be 
and I had nothing to worry about. 
After that, life became a joy instead 
of a constant torture. Following 
God’s commandments puts all the 
rest of life into proper focus. 

And now to the question: what 
can be done to prevent suicides from 
taking place? 

One suggestion I make is that au- 
thors should stop presenting the 
death of their characters as a magic 
cure-all which rights all wrongs; his- 
torians should stop dramatizing the 
death of heroes. 


Death alone does not accomplish 
a single thing; it only marks the end 
of a person’s ability to do anything 
more in this life, either for good or 
for evil. But this fact is so often 
overlooked (especially by the emo- 
tionally disturbed person) that even 
the thought of dying to prove one’s 
love for God could prove to be dan- 
gerous in that it might tempt some- 
one to “prove” his love by killing 
himself and offering up his dead 
body as a sacrifice, so to speak. 

How many supposed accidents are 
actually suicides is difficult to esti- 
mate; but I believe that many a lost, 
frightened and bewildered teen-ager, 


May, 1960 


dying in the flaming wreckage of his 
automobile, believes that he is some- 
how offering himself up as an heroic 
martyr to an unknown god. And I 
believe that many others have en- 
gaged in a desperate gang-fight with 
the secret wish that they would be 
killed as martyrs for a cause which 
they did not even begin to under- 
stand. Such persons want to die to 
redeem the world, but they don’t 
know how — so they die without ac- 
complishing anything worthwhile. 


It is not merely the death of the 
early Christian martyrs that gave 
them their crown of glory; it was 
their faith in God — their faith that 
their soul would keep on living, re- 
gardless of what happened to their 
body. It was not the death of Jesus, 
as an isolated fact, which worked 
the miracle of giving the new life of 
Christianity to the world; it was the 
added fact that He kept on living af- 
ter He died. St. Paul says this better 
in his first letter to the Corinthians: 
“If Christ has not risen, then vain 
is our preaching, and vain is our 
faith; and they also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have perished. If we 
hope in Christ only with this life in 
view, we are of all men the most to 
be pitied.” 


When I first realized that the death 
of my body would not end my exist- 
ence I was filled with absolute hor- 
ror. I had grown up with the thought 
that death was the end of sorrow and 
pain and regret; that death was more 
kind than life; that death was the 
final escape which could be depend- 
ed upon when everything else failed. 
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Without death as the end of all 
things to look forward to, I was ter- 
rified. I felt naked and alone, with 
no place to run and hide. I felt the 
same panic which an alcoholic with- 
out his bottle, or a drug addict with- 
out his dope would feel. And a would- 
be suicide who realizes that death 
will not solve his problems must find 
some other escape. If he cannot ac- 
cept a satisfactory belief in God, he 
may wander into amnesia to blot out 
the thing which has overwhelmed 
him. I, too, suffered amnesia until 
I found the Catholic Church — and 
then the being-afraid-to-remember 
was another torture. 

I sincerely believe that Catholic 
priests should have a special training 
in psychology and psychiatry in or- 
der that they may recognize people 
who need help and come to them 
when there is no one else on earth 
whom they would dare to trust. To 
make my meaning clear, priests 





should not try to be psychiatrists 
themselves, but they should be like 
first-aid personnel who give emergen- 
cy treatment until professional help 
can be found. 

Merely telling hysterical persons 
to pray, or even hearing their confes- 
sion and giving them Holy Com- 
munion, leaves too great a chasm for 
them to cross alone. These persons 
need actual, physical help. In short, 
they want to feel that they are being 
rescued from the terror which had 
rendered them helpless. Rescuing 
these people from themselves, espe- 
cially when they want to be helped, 
should be part of the priest’s work. 

The rest of us can pray. I like to 
pause now and then to offer a prayer 
for anyone who might at this mo- 
ment be lost and terrified as I once 
was. Perhaps others were praying 
for me when I cried out for help. I 
like to believe that they were. 

N. N. Mrs. M. C. D. 





DEVILS ENOUGH 


There are devils enough to make the working out of our salvation a 
task to be approached in fear and trembling. These are enemies from 
whom we can expect no quarter. Hatred has put the full force of the 
splendid perfection of angelic nature to work for our destruction, for 
the sin of the angels took nothing away from their natural perfection. 
They still have that encompassing knowledge; that power to affect and 
penetrate our senses, our memory, our imagination; that movement swift 
as thought; that ageless experience; that unwearying vitality, that shrewd 
intelligence so far above our own. What they have lost only serves to 
make them more dangerous enemies, for it is the supernatural that has 
been stripped from them: the supernatural love with its blossoms of 
peace, joy, mercy, kindness; the supernatural knowledge of the mysteries 
of faith with its revelation of the nobility of man in the light of the 
splendor of God; the supernatural hope that keeps despair, and all its 
collapses of the defenses of virtue, safely at bay. Only the mercy of God 
restrains the violence of the devil’s hate of us. 
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Donald F. Miller, C.SS.R. 


The Jealous Parent 


ROBLEM: I have been going 
P steady for about six months with 
a boy who is 23; I am 20. He is very 
good to me, treats me with the greatest 
respect, and truly loves me as I love 
him. We plan to marry in about six 
months. However, my mother is furi- 
ously against my marrying him. She 
maintains that he does not come from 
a good family, does not have a college 
education (even though he has a good 
job and is going to school nights to 
improve himself). He has an enlarged 
heart, but the doctor says he can live 
a normal life without danger. My moth- 
er insists that he is deceiving me and 
will probably be an invalid on my 
hands. I don’t think my mother knows 
what love and understanding mean to 
two people because she never was in 
love with my father. She constantly 
wails about my marriage and asks me 
how I can do this to her after she has 
struggled and sacrificed so much for 
me. Sometimes she makes me think 
that I am committing a crime, and tells 
me that she is so ashamed of me. She 
has even threatened to kill herself be- 
fore she sees me married to this boy. 
She confuses me so much that some- 
times I wonder if she is right and I 
am the one who is wrong. Please help 
me. 
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OLUTION: Assuming the correct- 
ness of all the facts presented 
about your boy friend, I can only say 
that your mother is manifesting the 
classic and not too uncommon signs of 
jealousy and selfishness in trying to 
prevent your marriage. You are greatly 
in need of the wise advice of someone 
outside the family circle, preferably one 
of your parish priests, so that you may 
be spared from emotional upset and 
guided firmly and reasonably toward 
what is right. Without that, the conflict 
between you and your mother will be 
all but unbearable. 

At the same time, you need to be 
exceedingly patient and understanding 
with your mother. A clue to her whole 
attitude may be found in your state- 
ment, presumably based on her own 
declarations, that there was never any 
real love between her and her husband. 
Mothers who have lived in a loveless 
marriage often compensate for this by 
centering all their love on a daughter. 
They are moved by two unreasonable 
feelings: 1) that, since their own mar- 
riage was unhappy, the marriage of the 
daughter they love will be unhappy too; 
2) that they will lose the one whose 
love has taken the place of that which 
a husband should give his wife. These 
two feelings can so blind a mother to 
God’s will and the best interests of a 
daughter that she will say all sorts of 
wild things in the effort to prevent the 
daughter’s marriage, even up to threat- 
ening suicide. 
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You should understand these facts, 
and try to offset them by the most 
gentle patience and by manifesting all 
the love possible toward your moth- 
er. This means not getting into argu- 
ments about whether you should or 
should not marry this boy; remember 
that your mother’s arguments against 
the marriage will not be logical but 
purely emotional. (I am assuming that 
you will have consulted a good priest 
and been assured that this marriage is 
God’s will for you.) This also means 
doing everything possible to show your 
mother how much you love her and 
will always love her even after you 





have married. Above all, it requires 
that you build up your own spiritual 
life by frequent reception of the sacra- 
ments and by special devotion to the 
Mother of God, whose intercession can 
win for you the miracle of at least 
reconciling your mother to the truth 
that you are bound to follow your own 
vocation. 


Be comforted by the fact that in 
many cases, similar to yours, the moth- 
er who objected strongly to her daugh- 
ter’s marriage later came around to a 
happy acceptance of the situation after 
the marriage. 








FOUNTAIN OF SORROW 


Do you desire to be purified from your sins? Do you seek true com- 
punction and sorrow of heart? Seek for them in those sacred places 
where Jesus, your loving Saviour prayed, wept, suffered and shed His 
precious blood for you. There you will learn and understand what a 
terrible evil sin is; there you will be filled with the greatest horror for 
sin. Accompany your suffering Saviour step by step, from the betrayal 
of Judas to the last breath He takes upon the cross. Consider with most 
tender devotion the agony, the shame, the terrible bodily sufferings 
which your Redeemer endured when dying to make satisfaction for sin, 
and you will come to the firm conviction that sin is a most terrible and 
indescribable evil. How could you doubt it, when you consider that the 
divine majesty demands this immense sacrifice in atonement for sin? To 
create man in original justice and holiness was for almighty God the 
work of a moment only; but to redeem man from the abyss of sin and 
to make him a child of God, Jesus was obliged to lead a life of poverty, 
trials, and contempt for thirty-three years, and finally to die a cruel and 
shameful death upon the cross. The more you reflect upon the greatness 
of this sacrifice, the more clearly will you perceive the great malice of 
mortal sin. And while this knowledge of the gravity of mortal sin is 
borne in upon your mind, your heart will be filled with the most sincere 
compunction and sorrow. For who could continue to love that which 
caused the death of the most adorable Son of God upon the cross? Who 
could behold Jesus bleeding on the cross and continue to love sin? Who 
could consider Jesus in His agony and extreme abandonment on the cross 
and continue to be indifferent with regard to temptations? 


Love of the Crucified 
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What Do You Believe ? 


GOD 


J. ELwWortuy, C.SS.R. 


E Catholics believe that God 

not only exists but that He is 
all good, perfect and merciful. We 
believe that God is in deed and in 
truth our heavenly Father. So also 
we believe that God is omnipotent, 
that is, all-powerful. 


God can do all things. 

By a simple act of His divine will 
God can do all things. What is im- 
possible to man is possible to the 
infinite power of God. There are 
those who say that God is not all- 
powerful because He cannot make a 
square circle, but that is not a real 
objection, because the idea of square 
and the idea of circle mutually ex- 
clude one another. They are contra- 
dictions. 

What does a carpenter need to 
make a good cabinet? Or even a bad 
one, for that matter? He needs wood 
and nails; he needs a saw, a hammer, 
a plane, a ruler. He must have some 
sort of plan on paper or at least in 
his mind. He needs time to select his 
materials and time to execute his 
plan. 
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CAN 


IDO 


ANAL 


WEUONGS 


The carpenter goes: to a lumber- 
yard to select the wood. This wood 
came from a tree cut down by lum- 
berjacks in the forest. This tree was 
planted years and years before by 
some other man or perhaps just pro- 
pagated according to nature’s law of 
growth. 

Thus man must always use previ- 
ously existing materials and instru- 
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ments in order to make something 
which is useful or beautiful. 

But God needs neither material 
nor instruments. In the very first 
pages of Genesis we read that God 
said: “Be light made.” And light was 
made. With one word, with one act 
of His all-powerful will, God made 
the heavens and the earth, the sun, 
the moon and the stars. He made the 
oceans, the plants, the animals. He 
made man. 


Nor has God ceased to create. 

The very air we breathe is given 
its life-giving qualities by the Crea- 
tor. The bread and butter that sus- 
tain our physical life are works of 
creation. The eye that can read this 
printed word has that ability from 
its Creator. The tiny infant, uttering 
its first cry at this minute, is the 
handiwork of God. 

The fruits that ripen on the trees 
of the orchards of the land are there 
because of God. The almighty God 
has given us life, and we are sus- 
tained in this world because God con- 
tinuously wills our existence. 


Recently a scientist scoffed at the 
idea that God created the world. He 
gave the profound answer that the 
world just evolved. That’s an answer? 
Evolved from what? If it evolved 
from just one tiny atom, who caused 
that atom to exist? Who gave it the 
power to evolve into something like 
this gigantic universe? Even the tini- 
est child in the first grade knows that 
from nothing comes only nothing. 


Only the Creator can annihilate 
what He has created. 
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Only God Who has called all cre- 
ated things into being can remove 
them from existence by one simple 
act of His almighty will. He alone 
has the power to create; He alone has 
the power to annihilate. 


We, creatures of God, need pre- 
existing material to make anything 
new, and since we did not possess the 
power to create this material, neither 
do we have the power to destroy one 
tiny atom. The most that we can do 
is to change its existing form. For 
example, we burn a chair. It is no 
longer a chair, but matter continues 
to exist in the gases of the fire and 
in the chemicals of the ashes. How 
many a murderer has thought him- 
self secure by destroying all evidence 
of his ugly deed, only to be discov- 
ered through the patient work of 
technicians in a laboratory! 


Men are accustomed to lavish hon- 
or and praise on their fellow men who 
have contributed to the general wel- 
fare of their fellow beings by their 
discoveries and inventions. And there 
are yet so many, self-styled educated 
men who choose to ignore the good 
God Who from nothing has brought 
the whole wonderful universe into 
being and Who could by another act 
of His will send it hurtling back into 
the nothingness from which it came. 


Practice: As you say in the Creed, 
“T believe in the almighty God, Cre- 
ator of heaven and earth,” thank Him 
for His goodness in creating you and 
giving you the opportunity to love 
Him with all your heart. 
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POINTED 
PARAGRAPHS 


Siberian Prayerbook 

For over 700 years Lithuania, on 
the shores of the Baltic Sea, has been 
a staunchly Catholic country. But for 
the last 20 years, its freedom and 
sovereignty have been immersed and 
suppressed in the Soviet complex of 
provinces. It is well known that prac- 
tically every Lithuanian family has 
its refugees and escapees in foreign 
lands, its loved ones in jails and pris- 
on camps. The Communists, by force 
of arms, were able to assume the rul- 
ing power, but they have never been 
able to break down the heroic attach- 
ment of the Lithuanian people to 
their historic faith; they have never 
been able to quench their strong reli- 
gious spirit. 


A visible sign and symbol of this 
spirit can be seen in a small prayer- 
book recently issued by the Paulist 
Press, called Mary, Save Us. No or- 
dinary prayerbook is this. It was 
secretly handwritten and hand-manu- 
factured by four young Lithuanian 
girls imprisoned in Northern Siberia, 
and smuggled out of Russia into the 
free world. Eventually it reached 
Italy, where it was translated into 
Italian and widely circulated. 

Now it is available in English, with 
the pages of the original touchingly 
reproduced opposite the English 
translation, and with a glowing intro- 
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duction by Cardinal Cushing of Bos- 
ton. The following Christmas prayer, 
the last in the 72 page booklet, will 
afford an idea of the flavor of this 
remarkable little work: 
With icy lips, with tearful cries, 
tormented by despair, we fly 
to your straw-covered crib, O Holy 
Babe! 
Accept our petitions and prayers, 
Accept our longing and resolves. 
Accept the sacrifices of heroes. 
Accept the tears of our loved ones. 
Their sighs and cares, soaked in 
sorrow, 
Preserve us all for a dawning fu- 
ture. 
Grant heavenly bliss to those who 
have died 
In foreign lands from hunger and 
hardship. 
Through the merits of Your holy 
mother 
And of all the saints, have pity 
On my dear ones and on my whole 
nation. 
With my bruised heart I implore 
You — 
Cut short the days of our trials. 
If you wish a sacrifice, take it 
from me, but give 
Me the courage and fortitude of 
martyrs, Amen, 
The booklet may be obtained for 
50c from the Paulist Press, 401 W. 
59th St., New York 19, N. Y. 
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Knight's Watch 

According to reports from quali- 
fied observers, there is a _ trend 
among a few of Hollywood’s movie 
producers to bypass and beat down 
the Production Code, by which the 
movie makers have for some years 
allowed themselves to be guided. 
This self-censorship program was 
adopted in the first place because of 
growing public outrage over the low 
level of many films. Now, according 
to the reports, the rebels are con- 
vinced that the public attitude has 
changed, and their plan is to destroy 
the Production Code by sinning open- 
ly and flagrantly against it. 


One should not confuse the Pro- 
duction Code and the Legion of De- 
cency classifications. The former is 
an agency of the movie industry it- 
self. The Legion of Decency operates 
outside the industry; its purpose is 
to give moral evaluation of movies 
after they have been made. The in- 
fluence it wields upon movie makers 
is indirect. Obviously, the extent to 
which people follow the recommen- 
dations of the Legion has a direct 
bearing on the financial success or 
failure of a particular film. It seems 
clear that the rebel producers feel 
that the strength of the Legion is on 
the wane, since in bucking their own 
Production Code with its restraints 
they are willing to take on the Legion 
also as an opponent. 

There is no doubt room for argu- 
ment that some of the Production 
Code prescriptions are outmoded 
and unrealistic. But it is clear that 
the producers are not concerned with 
bringing the Code up to date and at 
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the same time keeping it in conform- 
ity with basic natural law. They want 
no Code of any size, shape or de- 
cription; they want to be bound by 
no restraints of any kind in produc- 
ing their movies. 


Now freedom is a precious thing, 
in the arts as well as anywhere else. 
But freedom can be abused. Freedom 
gives no warrant surely, in a movie 
designed for public consumption, to 
mount an attack on the basic decen- 
cies of life. Artistic freedom in the 
field of general entertainment must 
take into account the need of help- 
ing, not harming the interests of mor- 
ality in community life. 

This is not to imply that the movies 
must restrict themselves to Pollyanna 
themes, nor has such a consideration 
influenced the Legion of Decency 
reviewers. But whatever be the fate 
of the Production Code, the Legion 
certainly will continue to offer guid- 
ance to the public in this matter. 
Movie evaluations will continue to 
appear in the Catholic press, and the 
secular press as well. Recently a 
Knights of Columbus council in Fair- 
field, Connecticut, has sponsored the 
printing of these evaluations in the 
metropolitan newspaper of the area 
each Saturday, under the heading 
Knights’ Watch, and this is a prac- 
tice which is spreading elsewhere. 


It would be to the advantage of 
the restive producers to accept grace- 
fully the outside guidance of the Le- 
gion, lest they end by bringing down 
on themselves a more direct and sti- 
fling form of censorship from the 
government itself. 
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Something in the Stars 

A recent article in the Sunday 
newspaper supplement, This Week 
magazine, was entitled Why Church- 
ill Had an Astrologer. Some readers 
may have been surprised to note that 
the astrologer in question was none 
other than Louis de Wohl, “son of 
a cavalry officer, a devout Roman 
Catholic, and author of several books 
on religious subjects.” According to 
the article, Mr. de Wohl had become 
interested in astrology several years 
before the war. “It just appealed to 
my common sense,” he is reported 
to have said. 


Whether Mr. de Wohl actually 
said this, and whether he actually 
and seriously believes in astrology is 
not our concern here. Certainly he 
has gained a reputation as a Catholic 
writer, specializing in heavily roman- 
ticized biographies of saints and oth- 
er well-known figures in church his- 
tory. Perhaps he was misquoted in 
this article, or perhaps his interest 
in astrological lore is merely the 
same kind of detached interest that 
some people have in crossword puz- 
zles. We are prepared to believe the 
best of Mr. de Wohl until proved 
wrong, and a Sunday supplement art- 
icle can scarcely be considered as 
serious evidence. 

One thing however is certain: no 
one can be a convinced and devout 
Catholic, and a convinced and devout 
astrologer at the same time. To be- 
lieve in astrology is to believe that a 
man’s life is ruled and guided and 
controlled by the conjunction of stars 
under which he happens to be born. 
But to believe this is to offer an in- 
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sult to almighty God. God alone 
knows the future. God alone, in co- 
operation with the free will of hu- 
man creatures, controls the future. 
To suppose that the stars and planets, 
inanimate objects made by God, can 
independently of God direct or influ- 
ence our lives is to fail in the first 
and most important of the ten com- 
mandments: “I am the Lord thy 
God, thou shalt not have strange 
gods before Me.” Or as the Book 
of Wisdom, written more than 2000 
years ago, expressed it: “All men are 
vain in whom there is not the knowl- 
edge of God, and who by these good 
things that are seen could not under- 
stand Him that is . . . but have imag- 
ined either the fire or the wind or 
the swift air or the circle of stars or 
the great water or the sun and moon 
to be the gods that rule the world.” 
(Wisdom, 13:1-2) 


The true Christian admires the 
constellations of stars, but he knows 
that the same providence which put 
them in the heavens guides and di- 
rects his own life. 


Delayed Vocation Schools 
It is very true to say that there is 
literally a desperate shortage of 
priests in the world at the present 
time. To provide sufficient pastoral 
care it is recommended by experts 
that there be one priest for every 500 
Catholics. Our own country is far 
from reaching that standard: in pop- 
ulous New Jersey, for instance, there 
is only one priest for every 1100 
Catholics. In other nations of the 
world the situation is much worse. 
Father Considine entitled his travel 
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book on Latin America “Call For 
40,000,” referring to the number of 
additional priests urgently needed in 


Latin American countries today. 
There are sections of Africa where 
one priest will have as many as 
30,000 Catholics under his sole pas- 
toral care. 


Seminaries indeed are crowded, 
but with the rapidly expanding pop- 
ulation, bishops are worried about 
even graver shortages of priests in 
years to come. 

For this reason, we believe every 
encouragement should be given to a 
project such as the St. John the Bap- 
tist Delayed Vocation Society of 
Paterson, New Jersey, organized by 
a zealous layman, Mr. Patrick Flood, 
himself a professor of Latin. Lack of 
training in this language has been a 
handicap to many boys and young 
men. Mr. Flood’s idea was to offer 
interested young men of any age the 
opportunity to study Latin for a peri- 
od of time, with a view to their en- 
tering a seminary of their choice to 
study for the priesthood. 

For some 30 years this noble work 
has been carried on. This year there 


are three groups of classes: elemen- 
tary, intermediate and advanced. 
There is no charge for the classes, 
and books are supplied free. The 
classes last from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. 
each Saturday from September until 
June. Further information can be 
secured by writing to the St. John 
the Baptist Delayed Vocation Soci- 
ety, Chancery Office, 24 De Grasse 
St., Paterson, New Jersey. 

There are, of course, several oth- 
er centers for delayed vocations 
throughout the United States, some 
offering complete college training 
along with intensive work in Latin. 
Boston College and Notre Dame 
have such centers, and the Salvator- 
ian Fathers have a special school 
called Jordan Seminary, in Menomi- 
nee, Michigan, for this highly im- 
portant work. 


It should be a source of encourage- 
ment to older men who feel inclined 
to the priesthood to know that the 
distinguished Cardinal of Los An- 
geles, Francis Cardinal MclIntyre, 
was 31 years of age when he entered 
Dunwoodie Seminary, New York, in 
1917. 
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THE TORRENT OF TIME 
Continuity in time had already appeared essential to life in society, 
and it seemed that this could not be conceived if men were isolated from 
the past, present and future. Now this is precisely the disturbing phenom- 
enon of which we are today witnesses. 
Too often of the past hardly anything is any longer known, or, at 
most, only what is sufficient to guess at its hazy outlines in the accumula- 


tion of its ruins. 


The present is, for many, only the disordered rush of a torrent, which 
carries men like drift on its headlong course to the dark night of a future 
in which they will lose themselves with the stream that bears them on... . 





Pope Pius XII 
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The Practice of the Love of Jesus Christ 


Chapter V—Love is patient (continued) 


By St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Translated by 
C. D. McEnniry, C.SS.R. 


T. FRANCIS DE SALES, on one 
occasion, finding himself over- 
whelmed with tribulations, said: 
“From the time I began to meet with 
so much treacherous opposition, I 
have enjoyed an indescribable peace; 
these sufferings give me assurance 
that my soul will soon be established 
in God, and that indeed is my only 
ambition, my one desire.” 

Truly peace is not found by one 
who leads a disordered life, but only 
by one who lives united to God and 
conformed to His holy will. 

A missionary in India was present 
at the execution of a condemned 
criminal. When the man was already 
on the scaffold, he called the mis- 
sionary and said: “Father, I was once 
a member of your religious order. So 
long as I kept the rules, I lived con- 
tent, but as soon as I began to be 
relaxed, I found disgust in every- 
thing, so much so that I finally quit 
the order and abandoned myself to 
a wicked life and ended as you see 
me now. I have told you this that 
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others may take warning from my 
example.” 

Venerable Luigi da Ponte used to 
say: “Take the sweet things of this 
life for bitter, and the bitter things 
for sweet, and you will always en- 
joy peace.” And he says truly, for 
the sweet, though pleasing to the 
senses, leave behind the bitterness of 
remorse in the conscience on account 
of the imperfect motives or manner 
in which they have been enjoyed; 
while, on the other hand, the bitter, 
accepted with patience from the hand 
of God, become sweet and dear to 
the souls that love Him. 

Let us be convinced that, in this 
valley of tears, true peace of heart 
cannot be found except by him who 
endures and lovingly embraces suf- 
ferings to please almighty God. That 
is the result of the state of corruption 
to which sin has condemned us all. 
The condition of holy souls in this 
world is to suffer and to love; the 
condition of holy souls in heaven is 
to rejoice and to love. 

Father Paul Segneri, the younger, 
told one of his penitents, who was in 
great tribulation, to write at the foot 
of the crucifix: “This is true love.” 
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Not the suffering itself, but the 
will to suffer, is the surest sign that 
a soul really loves. And what greater 
satisfaction can we have, says St. 
Theresa, than to possess proof that we 
are pleasing God! How the great 
majority shudder at the mere men- 
tion of crosses, humiliations or suf- 
ferings! But there are not wanting 
many holy souls who find all their 
satisfaction in their suffering; they 
would be inconsolable if they had to 
live here below without suffering. 


“The sight of Jesus nailed to the 
cross,” said a holy soul, “renders the 
cross itself so dear, that it seems to 
me I could not be happy without the 
cross; the love of Jesus Christ gives 
me strength to bear everything.” 


We know what Jesus Himself rec- 
ommends to the man who wishes to 
follow Him: “Let him take up his 
cross . . . and follow Me.” (Luke 
9:23) But — take it up and carry 
it, not through necessity and with 
disgust, but humbly, patiently, lov- 
ingly. 

What pleasures he gives to God 
who lovingly and patiently embraces 
the cross God sends him! St. Ignatius 
of Loyola used to say: “There is no 
wood better adapted to produce and 
preserve the love of God than the 
wood of the holy cross,” — that is, 
to love Him in the midst of tribula- 
tions. 

One day, when St. Gertrude asked 
our Lord what she could offer Him 
to please Him the most, He replied: 
“My daughter, nothing you could do 
would give Me greater pleasure than 
to bear patiently all the trials you 
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meet.” The great servant of God, 
Sister Victoria Angelini, affirmed 
that one day of crucifixion was worth 
more than a hundred years of all 
other holy practices. The Venerable 
Father John d’Avila used to say that 
one Blessed be God, when things 
went wrong, was worth more than a 
thousand thanksgivings when all was 
well. 


Unfortunately men do not know 
the value of sufferings endured for 
God. If they did, says Blessed Angela 
of Foligno, these sufferings would 
become an object of violence — that 
is, we should be all going about try- 
ing to rob our neighbor of every op- 
portunity of suffering. That is why 
St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi, who 
did know the value of suffering, 
wanted to keep on living rather than 
die and go to heaven, because, she 
said, in heaven we cannot suffer. 


A soul that loves God has but one 
goal—to unite itself intimately with 
God. “To arrive at this perfect un- 
ion,” says St. Catherine of Genoa, 
“tribulations are necessary, because 
God uses them to destroy all our 
evil inclinations, whether interior or 
exterior. Injuries, contempt, infirmi- 
ties, abandonment by relatives and 
friends, humiliations, temptations — 
all such things are supremely helpful 
to us, for they give us the occasion 
to continue the fight until by repeat- 
ed victories we extinguish and de- 
stroy all our unruly emotions, to such 
an extent that they can no longer 
obstruct our progress in perfection. 
And until we reach the point where 
such trials no longer seem bitter, but 
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rather sweet for God’s sake, we shall 
never arrive at the divine union.” 

From all we have said it is clear 
that a soul that desires to belong 
wholly to God must resolve, as St. 
John of the Cross writes, to seek, in 
this life, not pleasures but sufferings 
in everything, embracing with avidity 
voluntary mortifications, and with 
still greater avidity involuntary ones, 
because the latter are more dear to 
God. 

“The patient man is better than 
the valiant.” (Prov. 16:32) That 
man pleases God who fasts, wears 
instruments of penance, and scourges 
himself, on account of the courage 
he shows in thus training himself; but 
he pleases God much more who 
shows courage in accepting with pa- 
tience and cheerfulness the crosses 
God sends him. 


St. Francis de Sales used to say: 
“Those mortifications which come 
from God, or from men with the per- 
mission of God, are always more 
precious than those which proceed 
from our own will; for it is a gen- 
eral rule that, where there is less of 
our own choice, there is more pleas- 
ure for God and more profit for our- 
selves.” 


St. Theresa gives the same admoni- 
tion: “We make more progress in 
cne day with the contradictions that 
come from God or the neighbor than 
in ten years of sufferings that we 
have chosen ourselves.” Courageous 
St. Mary Magdalen of Pazzi would 
say there was no pain in all the 
world so bitter that she could not 
cheerfully accept with the thought 
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that it came from God. In fact, in 
the midst of the afflictions this saint 
suffered during a trial of five years, 
the remembrance that these suffer- 
ings were willed by God was suf- 
ficient to restore her peace. God, the 
treasure of all treasures, is cheaply 
bought at any price. Hippolytus 
Durazzo often said: “No matter what 
price you pay for God, you never 
pay too much.” 


Let us pray the Lord to make us 
worthy of His holy love; for did we 
but love Him with a perfect love, 
we should count the goods of this 
world but vapor and dust, and pains 
and ignominies would become our 
delight. 


Listen to what St. Chrysostom says 
of a soul that has given itself entirely 
to God: “Once a man has arrived 
at the perfect love of God, he feels 
as though he were alone on this 
earth. He pays no heed to glory or 
contempt, he walks unmoved through 
trials and sufferings, he loses all 
taste and appetite for the things of 
this world, and finding no support 
or rest in any earthly thing, he seeks 
untiringly his beloved, and so, wheth- 
er working or eating, whether waking 
or sleeping, in all his activity, in all 
his discoursing, his only thought and 
desire is to find his beloved, because 
where his heart is, there is his treas- 
ure also.” 


In this chapter we have spoken of 
patience in general; in chapter fifteen 
we shall treat of particular cases in 
which we should especially exercise 
our patience. 
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AFFECTIONS AND PRAYERS 


EARLY beloved Jesus, my only 
treasure, on account of the of- 
fenses I have committed against You, 
I no longer deserve to be able to love 
You, but by Your own merits I beg 
You, make me worthy of Your pure 
love. I love You above all things, 
and I repent with my whole heart of 
having at one time despised You and 
driven You from my soul; but now 
I love You more than myself. I love 
You with my whole heart. O infinite 
God, I love You, I love You, I love 
You, and I desire nothing but to love 
You perfectly, and I fear nothing 
but to find myself deprived of Your 
holy love. 





O my enamoured Redeemer, make 
me know the great good that You 
are, and the way You have loved 
me, in order to force me to love You! 

My God, do not permit me to live 
any longer ungrateful for such great 
goodness! I have already offended 
You enough; I will never again aban- 
don You. The years of life that yet 
remain to me, I wish to spend in 
loving You and in giving You pleas- 
ure. My Jesus, my Love, help me! 
Help a sinner who wishes to love 
You and to be wholly Yours! 

O Mary, my hope, your Son hears 
your prayers; pray to Him for me 
and obtain for me the grace of per- 
fect love. 





FAMILY FINANCE 


A good husband, though he is the bread-winner and money-maker of 
the family, gives his wife full knowledge of what he makes, and com- 
plete partnership in planning how it is to be used, spent or saved. Money 
is said to be the most frequent cause of quarrels between husbands and 
wives. That cause can be eliminated only by planned partnership in all 


economic matters. 


A good husband, therefore, does not keep his income a secret from 
his wife, merely doling out to her bits of money from time to time. 

A good husband does not keep all the finances of the family in his 
own hands, reserving to himself the sole right to sign checks or pay bills 


in cash. 


A good husband does not budget his wife so closely that she has 
hardly enough to pay household expenses, and never enough to spend 


anything as she pleases. 


A good husband does not want his wife to take a job outside the 
home unless this is necessary under very special circumstances. 

A good husband does not make the accusation of extravagance against 
his wife merely because her taste in extra little things differs from his own. 

A good husband cannot be a miser, wanting to roll up a large bank 
account at the expense of necessities and normal comforts for his home 


and family. 


A good husband would rather sacrifice some of his own ambitions and 
plans than the happiness of his marriage and the peace of his home by 
constant arguments about the use of money. 
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BOOK REVIEWSS 


THOMAS TOBIN, C.SS.R. 


We recommend that books listed or reviewed in THE LIGUORIAN be 
‘purchased at your local bookstore. If you cannot obtain the book in 
that way, you may write to THE LIGUORIAN for further information. 


PAPERBACKS 


Publishers of Catholic books have entered the field of 
the popular paperback reprints. Here are some of the 
books that have come to the Liguorian reviewer's desk. 





Bruce Publishing Co. 
A Daily Thought for Lent ($1.00) Rev. Charles M. Herbst 
Reflections on the ferial Masses. 


To Calvary with Christ ($1.25) Rev. Harold A. Buetow 
The Stations of the Cross from seven different viewpoints. 


A Girl and Her Teens ($1.25) Rev. Peter-Thomas Rohrbach, O.C.D. 
Informal discussion of teen-ager’s problems. 


Desclee Co. 


The Complete Prayers of Pius XII ($1.50) Alastair Guinan 

170 pages of prayers composed by the late Holy Father. 

Didde Printing Co. 

Lent and the Last Things ($1.50) Rev. Arthur Tonne 

Another book of sermons by the popular Father Tonne. 

Doubleday Image Books 
(This excellent series of reprints of full-length, quality books 
has recently published its 100th volume.) 


The Catholic Church in the Modern World (95c) E. E. Y. Hales 
World survey from the French Revolution to the present. 
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The Origin of the Jesuits (85c) Rev. James Brodrick, S.J. 
Interesting history by an excellent historian. 


A Popular History of the Reformation (95c) Rev. Philip Hughes 
Scholarly presentation by a master historian. 

The Restless Flame (85c) Louis de Wohl 
Fictionalized biography of St. Augustine. 

Progress and Religion (85c) Christopher Dawson 


The relationship between cultural progress and religion by the Eng- 
lish scholar. 


Scholasticism and Politics (95c) Jacques Maritain 
Stresses value of individual in modern world. 


The Son of God (85c) Karl Adam 
Proof of divinity of Christ by German theologian. 


Giants of the Faith (95c) John A. O'Brien 
St. Paul, Augustine, Newman, Chesterton, Brownson, Hecker. 


The Man Who Was Chesterton ($1.45) Raymond T. Bond 
512 pages of the best of Chesterton. 


St. Teresa of Avila ($1.25) E. Allison Peers 
Standard translation of the autobiography of the Spanish Teresa. 


Hamilton Printing Co. 


Sitio ($1.00) Rev. Giuseppe Tomasell, S.D.B. 
Meditations on Passion of Christ for priests. 


Fides Publishers 


What Catholic Girls Should Know about Marriage (95c) 


Rev. Francis X. Dietz 
Course taught by the author to high school girls. 


Son of the Church ($1.50) Louis Lochet 
The Church as viewed by a modern apostle. 


Of Human Love (75c) Daniel-Rops 
The French Academician examines human love in the Bible. 


Protestant Hopes and the Catholic Responsibility (75c) 


George Tavard 
Discussion club text on Church reunion. 


The Faith Explained ($2.50) Leo J. Trese 
564 page explanation by popular Father Trese. 
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The Church Today: Growth or Decline? (95c) Emmanuel Suhard 
Cardinal Suhard's statement of Church’s contemporary mission. 


More Than Many Sparrows (95c) Leo J. Trese 
How to supernaturalize daily living. 

Marriage Is Holy ($1.65) H. Caffarel, editor 
The meaning of marriage. With study club aids. 

Accent on Purity (95c) Joseph E. Haley, C.S.C. 
Excellent guide for sex education. 

Newman 
Readings in Economics ($2.25) Rev. Richard E. Mulcahy, S.J. 


Selections for college collateral reading. 


The Bible in the Early Middle Ages ($1.50) Robert E. McNally, SJ. 
Scholarly treatise in the “Woodstock Papers” series. 


The Sufferings and Glory of Jesus ($1.25) J. Brodrick, S.J. 
Six talks on the B.B.C. by famous historian. 

Sacred Music and Liturgy ($1.75) Rev. J. B. O’Connell 
Translation of instruction by Sacred Congregation of Rites. 

From Gethsemane to Calvary ($1.50) Pere Charmot, S.J. 
Love of Christ as shown in His Passion. 

Joy Out of Sorrow ($1.50) Mother Marie des Douleurs 
Conferences by superior to special community of sick or handicapped 
religious. 

Paulist Press 
The Law Given Through Moses (75c) Neil McEleney, C.S.P. 


Introduction to new series on Bible. 


The Book of Genesis—Part | (75c) 


Part Il (75c) Ignatius Hunt, O.S.B. 
Translation with commentary. . 


Sheed and Ward 


(Canterbury books are for those who want more than 
a pamphlet and less than a book.) 


The Mystical Body and its Head (75c) Robert Hugh Benson 
Abridged edition of Christ in the Church. 
A Handbook of Heresies (75c) M. L. Cozens 


Brief explanation of ancient and modern heresies. 
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BEST SELLERS 


A Moral Evaluation of Current Books, Published at the University of Scranton, Pa. 








MOST POPULAR 
(Not necessarily approved. Roman 

numeral indicates a moral rating ac- 

cording to categories used in general 

list.) 

Advise and Consent (IIb)—Drury 

Exodus (IIb)—Uris 

The War Lover (III)—Hersey 

Dear and Glorious Physician (IIa) 
—Caldwell 

Hawaii (IIb)—Michener 

The Darkness and the Dawn (IIa) 
—Costain 

The Devil’s Advocate (IIla)—West 

The Cave (III)—Warren 

The Mansion (III)—Faulkner 

The Thirteenth Apostle (IIa)—Vale 

Too Many Ghosts (IIa)—Gallico 

A Fever in the Blood (IIb)— 
Pearson 

Station Wagon in Spain (1)—Keyes 











I. Suitable for general reading: 

Stringfellow of the Fourth—Browa 

Grant Moves South—Catton 

Settled Out of Court—Cecil 

The Governor and His Lady— 
Conrad 

The Good Thief—Dilles 

Vermont General—Eisenschiml 

The Mingham Air—Fair 

The Dedicated—Gibbs 

Johnny Osage—Giles 

Counterfeit Gentleman—Kelland 

A Separate Peace—Knowles 

The Invisible Presidency—Koenig 

The Rockefeller Record—Poling 

Queen Mary—Pope-Hennessey 

The Uncertain Trumpet—Taylor 

Out of Noah’s Ark—Wendt 

Missing—Y ork 


62 


Sister Clare—Burrough 

Lincoln and the Civil War—Canby 

Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday—Carriere 

The Case of the Waylaid Wolf— 
Gardner 

Mark Twain and Southwestern 
Humor—Lynn 

Dangerous Silence—MacKenzie 

Thrush Green—‘“Miss Read” 

No Room in the Ark—Moorehead 

Three Cousins Die—Rhode 

Swan Song—Robertson 

Washington’s Lady—Thane 

Monsignor Ronald Knox—Waugh 

Stuart Symington: Portrait of a Man 
with a Mission—Wellman 

Undercover Teacher—Allen 

The Edge of Things—Barrett 

The Watercress Girl—Bates 

The City That Would Not Die— 
Collier 

The World Beneath the City—Daley 

A Woman Clothed With the Sun— 
Delaney 

Meeting With Japan—Maraini 

Murder Out of School—Ross 


II. Suitable only for adults: 


A. Because of advanced style and con- 


tents: 
The Case of the Careless Thief— 
Bush 
The Kingdom Within—Caulfield 
Lost Children of Paris—Cesbron 
A Kind of Fighting—Cruttwell 
Kiss Kiss—Dahl 
The Sea Change—Howard 
Love and the Princesses—Jremonger 
Folk Medicine—Jarvis 
My Wonderful World of Slapstick— 
Keaton & Samuels 
Abel’s Daughter —Maddux 


THE LIGUORIAN 

















The Achilles Heel—Sperber 

The Triumph of Surgery—Thorwald 

Winter’s Tales, Volume Five 

Giant’s Arrow—Youd 

Look Behind You—Barbette 

Soviet Conduct in World Affairs— 
Dallin 

The Bronze God of Rhodes— 
de Camp 

The Red Executive—Granick 

False Scent—Marsh 

Killing at the Big Tree—McCarthy 

The Revolt in Tibet—Moraes 

A Guest and His Going—Newby 

The Last Valley—Pick 

Books in My Baggage—Powell 

Warning Bell—Ransome 

The Hamilton Club—Rose 

The Landscape of Dreams—Savory 

Pillar of Salt—Seymour 

Here Today—Tanner 

The English Channel—Williamson 

Fundamentals of Guided Missiles— 
Air Training Command 

The Strange One—Bodsworth 

Broadway’s Best: 1959—-Chapman 

Concrete Crime—Coles 

The Prophet Unarmed: Trotsky 
1921-1929—Deutscher 

Venetian Blind—Haggard 

The Man Who Followed Women— 
Hitchens 

Certain Harvest—Knight 

Beria’s Gardens—Parvilahti 


. Because of immoral incidents which 
do not, however, invalidate 
the book as a whole: 


Malignant Stars—Barry 

Walk to the Paradise Gardens—Clift 

One Way Out—Coxe 

The Tumbled House—Graham 

Murder Takes No Holiday— 
Halliday 


May, 1960 


This Sweet Sickness—Highsmith 

A Twist of Sand—Jenkins 

Secret Mission to Bangkok—Mason 

Cousin to Human—Mayhall 

Look to Your Geese—Sanders 

Watching Out for Dulie— 
Westheimer 

Don’t Raise the Bridge—Wilk 

The Good Light—Bjarnhof 

Generation Without Farewell— 
Boyle 

Charley Is My Darling—Cary 

Strike for a Kingdom—Gallie 

So Wild the Wind—Guy 

The Golden Scalpel—Kern 

The Merry Muse—Linklater 

The Vandal—O’Connor 

The V. I. P.—Trevor 

One Man’s Enemies—Truss 

The Yankee Brig—Vaughan 

Fuel for the Flame—Waugh 

Murder in Black Letter—Anderson 

If It Moves, Salute It!—Duncan 

May This House Be Safe from 
Tigers—King 

Cher Papa—Kohner 

Wilder Stone—Leggett 

Enough Good Men—Mercer 

Welcome, Honorable Visitors— 
Raspail 


III. Permissible for the discriminat- 


ing adult: 


The Center of the Green—Bowen 

The Grass—Simon — 

The House in Vienna—de Born 

The Summer of Desire—Goldthorpe 

Two Weeks in Another Town— 
Shaw 


IV. Not recommended to any reader: 


Return to Peyton Place—Metalious 
Poor No More—Ruark 

Top Dog—Cobb 

The Witching Ship—Morton 
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LUCID 


“Are there any questions you would 
like to ask about our company?” sug- 
gested the genial personnel director. 

“Well, yes,” replied the far-sighted 
young man. “You say you have 43 
stenographers. Do you take up office 
collections every time an employee gets 
married?” ° 


A small boy came home clutching an 
unexplained nickel. 

“Where did you get it from?” his 
mother asked. 

“Willie gave it to me for doing him 
a favor.” 

“What sort of favor?” 

“Well, I was hitting him on the head 
with a piece of wood and he asked me 
to stop.” 








Foolproof system used to disperse 
a mob by a policeman formerly a 
church usher. 
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Problem: How to cheer up some- 
one who has eaten 20c worth of 
jelly beans, 6 green apples, 3 ice 
cream sodas, and 2 double-thick 
peanut butter sandwiches. 

















“Is Mrs. Jones an active member of 
your sewing club?” 

“Heavens, no! She just sits there and 
sews.” 

e 

“What happened to that dumb 
blonde your husband used to run 
around with?” 

“I dyed my hair.” 
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A dear old lady rang up her local 
telephone exchange: “The cord on my 
telephone is really much too long. Only 
this morning I tripped over it. Would 
you be so kind as to pull it in a bit 
from your end?” 


“Now, please tell the jury the truth, 
madam. Just why did you shoot your 
husband with a bow and arrow?” 

“T didn’t want to wake the children.” 


“You certainly have a fine collection 
of books, but they’re a bit crowded. 
You ought to get more shelves.” 

“How do you borrow shelves?” 





FILE 138 
Success is relative — the more 
success the more relatives. 
* * * 
Prayer doesn’t change things. It 
changes people, and they change 
things. 
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OUR LADY’S SELF-DENIAL 


Proper diet and exercise are requirements for health; they are prescribed 
by doctors throughout the world. Overindulgence in anything at all is dan- 
gerous. 

The means of keeping a proper spiritual balance, the prescription for spirit- 
ual health, is called self-denial. This consists in suppressing or controlling 
inordinate whims and wishes, in desiring and doing only what makes one 
more God-like. The motive for such conduct is the fulfillment of the will of 
God. Peace and happiness of soul can be found only by eliminating one’s own 
will in favor of God. “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself.” 

This perfect unselfishness, taught unceasingly by our Saviour, was duti- 
fully practiced by His mother. 

1. God demands self-denial in regard to comforts and conveniences. We 
seek as effortless and leisurely a life as possible; therefore, inventive genius 
has provided countless aids for easy living. In themselves such things are good 
because they are the fruits of human intelligence which is a reflection of the 
wisdom of God. At the same time they can become hindrances to heaven be- 
cause they induce a softness, a lack of God-required mortification, which 
often paves the way to sin. Like certain drugs, the use of comforts and con- 
veniences is habit-forming; we can use them without abusing them by devel- 
oping the proper mental attitude toward them: to use them gratefully if they 
are available; not to complain if they are lacking; even at times deliberately 
to deprive oneself of them as a pleasing sacrifice to God. A viewpoint such 
as this enabled Mary to call herself the handmaid of the Lord, because she 
sought His will rather than her own. 

2. God demands self-denial in regard to family and friends. One of the most 
heroic sacrifices God asks of His followers is that they control their devoted- 
ness to family and friends, which oftentimes is the greatest obstacle toward 
fulfilling one’s vocation and even toward saving one’s immortal soul. “A man’s 
greatest enemies are those of his own household.” Sometimes one’s appointed 
task in life, one’s vocation, imposes a separation of children from their parents 
and friends. “If anyone love father or mother more than Me, he is not worthy 
of Me.” In family life, the doting interference of parents is often disastrous. 
In religious life, separation from parents is a lifelong necessity. Mary’s human 
heart pained deeply when she bade adieu to her Son at the start of His public 
ministry; this sorrow she used to merit a higher crown in heaven. 

Everyday life offers countless opportunities for self-denial; for instance, 
no complaint because of adverse weather conditions or an unexpected change 
of plans. Trivial as these seem, they become mountains of merit in the sight 
of God. 

O Mary, make my prayer that of your servant, St. Clement Hofbauer: “I 
will what God wills, when He wills it, as He wills it, because He wills it.” 

(This is a chapter from the booklet, HOW TO IMITATE THE VIRTUES 
OF OUR LADY. A copy of the booklet may be obtained by sending twenty- 
five cents to LIGUORIAN PAMPHLETS, Liguori, Missouri. Write to the 
same address for a complete list of our pamphlets. ) 
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